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His Honour'd Mother-in-Law, 


| Mrs. MARY I ERRV. 


Honoured Madam, 


thought it might be of ſome uſe 
to obliſh, with your Nas 5 
following Account of your pions 
Grandaughter, who under your Inſtrattion 
and Care was, through the Divine Bleſſing, 
rais d a ſhining Example of ſerious and 
unaffetted Piety. _— 


AVING this Opportunity, I ©: md 
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tauſe a freſh Grief; but] hope that by this 
time you are in à better Capacity than 
formerly, to read even with ſome Comfort 
and Pleaſure what T now humbly offer 
#nto you. | = h 
I beg you will forgive me, that I have 
not ſent it forth ſooner. There are Rea- 
ſons to ſatisfy you, which T need not tell 
the World, Providence has ſeewd to 
 nake it wait for Company, that there be- 
ing 4 double Witneſs to the Power of Chri- 


My Deſign is the Glory of God; and if 
any Good ſhall hereby be done, I know 
you will truly rejoice with him who has 
the Happineſs of being, 


MA DAN. 
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I am ſenſible the Mention of her muſt 


ſtianity, it might have the more Force. 


Ĩ)!bo. Reynolds, 
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Mrs. Mary Terry. 
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An Account of her Infancy and Child- | 
hood, together with what ſhe has 
remark'd of the Providence of God 


in thoſe Stages of her Life. 


HE was born at Hamborough in Ger- 
many, her Father who exercis'd Mer- 
chandize having fettled there on ac- 
count of Trade. 
The firſt thing ſhe calls to her Remem- 1 
ae, which was the firſt ſne could recollect 
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that was remarkable in the Providence of 
God, was her being viſited with the Small 
Pox when about five or ſix Years old: at 
which Time her Siſter and two Brothers 
were afflicted with the ſame Diſtemper ; of 
which her eldeſt Brother WILLIAM dy'd, 
but God was pleas'd to bleſs Means for the 
Recovery of the Reſt. = za 
Soon after this her ſurviving Brother. 
RIcHARD was brought very low with a Fit 
of Sickneſs, which prov'd at laſt to be the 
Stone, for which he was cut twice, quickly 
one after another, and each time a Stone of 
the Largeneſs of a great'Pea was taken from 
him. This was when he was between three 
and four Years old; and yet, as ſhe obſerves, 
it pleas'd the Lord to raiſe him to a perfect 
State of Health and Strength again. 
Ia the Year 1698. an afflictive Providence 
oblig' d her to come with her little Brother 
and Siſter to England, ſhe being the eldeſt 
of three, whom it pleas'd God at that time 
to commut to the Care of their pious Grand- 
mother. She obſerves the Goodneſs of God 
in giving them a proſperous Voyage, deli- 
wvering them from the Hazards of the Sea, 
and conducting them ſafe to their Grandmo- 
ther; and then makes the following Remark. 
1 hope God has turn'd this Affliction to our 
ſpiritual Good, for here we have the help of a 
better Education, and here Religion is kept _ 
8 | ne, _ > 


up more in the Purity and Power of it, than 
it was in the Place from whence we came. 
By this means ſhe came under my perſonal 
Obſervation and Miniſtry; and as by Rela- 
tion and Acquaintance I had better Oppor- 
tunities of knowing her than many People, 
ſo in the whole Account which follows, there 
has been the ſtricteſt Regard to Truth, and 
of which there are now many living Wit- 
neſſes beſide my ſelf. | 
She was about eight Years old when ſhe left 
the Place of her Nativity, and came to Eng- 
land. When here, one of the firſt things 
that invited our notice were her religious 
Inclinations. It was wonderful to remark 
the large Stock of good Inſtructions and de- 
vout Prayers wherewith ſhe had furniſh'd 
her Memory in that early time of her Life, 
and how diligent ſhe was to retain them, by 
often repeating thoſe good things that had 
been taught her, and taking care that her 
little Brother and Siſter did the like. 
About the Eleventh Year of her Age ſhe 
learn'd to write, and no ſooner could ſne 
join her Letters, than (as we found after her 
Death) ſhe would write down the Heads f 
thoſe Sermons which affected her, and which 
ſhe carefully carry'd home in her Memory. 
Sometime after this ſhe learned Characters 
by her own Ingenuity and the help of a Book, 
and ſoon attain'd to ſuch perfection therein 
aas few did exceed her, which was a great 
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Comfort to her Grandmother, and a help to 
the Family, by repeating afterwards to them 
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what ſhe had written at Church, and which 


the did with as much Freedom and Facility 


as tho it were a printed Book. 


- 


In this Year of her Life ſhe was taken very 


ill of a Fever, in which, as ſhe writes, ſhe 


was much afraid to die, as fearing the State 
of her Soul was not ſafe: which made her 
ſeriouſſy think within herſelf, how impor- 


tunately ſhe would pray, and how much 
better ſhe would diſcharge her Duty, if God 


ſhould ſpare her. And then ſhe adds: It 


hath pleas'd the Lord to try me in raiſing 


me from that Sick-bed, that I ſhould not die, 


but declare the Works of the Lord. 


This is the only Inſtance ſhe gives of any 


notable Diſtreſs of Mind; and when ſhe re- 


cover'd ſhe made good her Vows. Icannot 


lay the Beginning of her Converſion here; 


Behaviour, that I doubt not the Grace of 


verted. e 


for ſuch was her Seriouſneſs and unblameable 


God had touch'd her Heart long before this. 


It is the Happineſs many times of thoſe that 
enjoy the Advantage of a religious Education, 
= and have been kept from falling into grievous 


Sins, to be brought by inſenſible Steps into 
a Love of Religion, ſo as that neither they 
themſelves know how to date the particular 
time of their Converſion, nor can others 
aſſign the time wherein they were not con- 
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Mrs. MART TERRY. 9 
in the Year 1903, which was the Thirteenth: 
of her Age, it pleas'd God to remove by 
Death her only Brother RIio HARD, whom 
ſhe dearly lov'd, and on whom ſhe had taken 
much Pains : but tho ſhe was much affected 
at his Death, ſhe bleſſes God the did not for- 
row an thoſe that have no Hope; and then adds: 
God' had been early at work upon his Heart. 
T his vas a great Affliction to us all, and to my 
Grandmother eſpecially : for by taking him 
away, God rooted the Name out of the Fami- 
iy, there being never another to bear it up- 
The Reader will forgive the Digreſſion, if 
J take Jeave in this Place to mention ſome- 
what of him. He was a Child deſervedly 
admir'd by all for his natural Beauty, and 
the engaging Sweetneſs of his Temper and 
Carriage; but that which was moſt of all to 
be wonder'd at, was the pious Diſpoſition of | 
Mind that fo early appear'd in him: as his 
gracious Siſter was not wanting to do all ſhe 
could to improve him, fo was he as ready - 
co receive [mpreſſions. He was a Child that 
read much, and thought much, and ſpent 
much of his Time in walking and pondering 
by himſelf. He could never be found with- 
out ſome good Book or other in his Pocket, 
even. when he was but little above five Years 
old. He was conſtant to his Retirements 
for ſecret Duty. But that which deſerves a 
particular Remark, was the Concern which 45 
this young Child had, ſometime ny 1 . 
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dy'd, for the Spiritual Welfare of an aged |: 
faithful Servant that had been above forty |* hc 
Years in the Family, and who by Weakneſs | C 
was confin'd to her Chamber, having paſt the ne 
Seventieth Year of her Age. This little li 
Child, when not eight Years old, would take el 


delight to be with her, and of his own ac- de 
cord diſcourſe of the things of God, and pray in 
with her; in which, as that Servant ſaid, nge (a 
would deliver himſelf ſo pertinently, and in tc 
{ ſuch an affecting manner, as was wonderful. I 
He continu'd thus till ſhe dy'd, and was W 


hereby no ſmall Help and Comfort to that p 
poor Servant. Thus, O Lord, Out of the al 
Mouth of Babes and Sucklings haſt thou per fected al 
* Praiſe | Mat. 21. 16. He dy'd October 13. 3 
1703. in the Tenth Year of his Age. | tl 
After this ſad Providence of her Brother's Pp! 
Death, ſhe takes notice of ſome others that is 
befel herſelf, particularly of a dangerous bi 
Fall ſhe had upon the broad Stones as going © 
along the Street, but bleſſes God it was with um 
no further Hurt than her Ancle being ſtrain'd, ti 
which, ſays ſhe, was my Remembrancer for P 
ſeveral days; and the Mercy was the deeper a 
impreſs'd upon my Heart, in that I receiv'd 8 
not a broken Bone. And then ſubjoins: O 
how is it owing to the Providence of God, 
that has and does take ſuch care of me, and 
preſerves me in my Goings out and Comings 
in, that ſuch, nay ten times worſe Accidents 


do not befal me every day. 
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Mrs. MART TERRY. 11 

Soon after this, it pleas'd God to exerciſe 
her with great Deafneſs through a violent 
Cold which lay much in her Head: It laſted 


near two Months, all which time ſhe enjoy'd 


little of the Comfort of Life; but her great- 
eſt Trouble was, that hereby ſhe was hin- 
der'd of the Privilege of joining with others 
in any Publick or Private Ordinances, tho 
(as ſhe writes) it was alſo melancholy not 
to have Converſe with Friends. She adds: 
I was earneſt with God in Prayer, that he 
would, if it were his holy Will, direct to ſome 


proper Means, and give his Bleſſing thereto, 


and again reſtore the hearing Ear; which 
after about two Months he was pleas'd to 
grant; and then ſhe ſays: O bleſſed be God 
that I have all my Senſes, and am not de- 
priv'd of any! By the Loſs of one, how 
is the Comfort of all abated !. I hope I have 
been taught how to prize them more than 
ever. The Lord ſanctify this late Exerciſe to 
me, and enable me to make ſome ſutable Re- 
turn for this Mercy, to glorify him-in all the 
Parts, Members and Senſes of my Body, 
and all the Powers and Faculties of my 
Soul. - | i 
Another Providence ſhe remarks was her 
falling down a Pair of Stairs with great Vi- 
olence, and her Face upon the Ground, by 
which ſhe had ſome Bruiſes and her Face 
very much ſwell'd, but this was the. worſt 
Damage ſhe receiv'd. Only her great 3 
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ble under this, ſhe ſays, was, that the nexkt 
day being Lord's-Day it detain'd her from | 
the Publick Worſhip of God. But upon her . 
receiving no further Hurt, ſhe adds, I hope UL 
I was truly thankful for this Mercy and De- © 


liverance, I come now to give ; : 
| | 1 
t 


"An Account of the Pablick Dedications ; f 
$31 nog 6 to God. The Diſcourage- i. 


ments ſbe met with, and how ſhe ov er- a 
came them. „„ m 
QUE writes, that in the Year 1705. to- U 
wards the latter end, God wrought in her a 


Earneſt Deſires to partake of the Ordinance a 
of the Lord's Supper; but Satan was very 8 © 
_ buſy with his Temptations. C 
The: firſt of them appear'd in his work- & _ 
ig in her a Shame to expreſs the Senſe of | 

her Mind, in order to obtain the Deſires t! 

r es 155 L 
But ſhe overcame this by the following ic 


Conſiderations, I thought, if this ſhould y 
Prevail to hinder me in my Approaches to ” 
that Ordinance, it would evidence I had not I 
a a right Principle of Love to God, nor a uv 
Senſe of my Obligation ariſing from the po- 0 
ſitive Iaſtitution of Chriſt, and from my V 
Baptiſmal Covenant, which hath already a 
bound me up to all Duty; alſo it would ar- 8 
gue Iguorance in me of the abundaut Ad- 5 


vantage 


Soul. 


Diſcharge of my Duty, and an anſwerable 
Converſation in performing the Engagements 
thereby laid upon me to all Holy Walking; 
ſuch as God's giving me his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
to be my Saviour and Redeemer, in him of- 
fering to be my reconcil'd God and Father 
in him freely giving all other Bleſſings, ſuch 
as a ſeal'd Pardon of all my Sins, Nouriſh- 
ment and Strength to all my Graces, the 
ſealing up of the Covenant and all its Pro- 
miſes to me, and giving this as an Earneſt 
and Pledg of Everlaſting Glory: for theſe. 
and the like Bleſſings and Privileges are re- 
ceiv'd at the Lord's Table by every worthy 
Communicant. 

She adds: At another time the Devil and 
my corrupt Heart ſuggeſted to me, that al- 
tho I did give my ſelf to God in the moſt 


| ſolemn manner, and by his Grace did re- 


ſolve to walk in all his Commandments 
yet how well ſoever I might begin, I ſhould 


not be able to 11 to the End: but 


in Proſperity I ſhould be ready to be puffed 


up, and forget my God; and in Adverſity be 
covermuch depreſs'd and caſt down, or be o- 


ver- anxious and ſollicitous about the Body, 
and negle& the Dutys and Concerns of my 
| was afraid leſt the Temptations of 
the Devil, the Flatteries and Allurements of 
the World, the Vanities and Pleaſures to 


Which Youth is commonly addicted, ſhould 


over- 
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vantage that would flow to me from a right {| 
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overtake and betray me into preſumptuous 11 
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But amidſt all theſe Troubles of Mind, : 
met with that comfortable Promiſe in the In 


Covenant of God; Jerem. 32. 38. And they ha 
ſhall be my People, and I will be their God. And m 
in the 40th Verſe he ſays again; And I will m 
male an Everlaſting Covenant with them, that ! I Ce 
will not turn away from them to do them good, WM N 
'but I will put my Fear in their Hearts that they 
| ſball not depart from me. I place my Hope ot 
and Truſt on God's fulfilling this Promiſe di 
to me, that he will, nay I hope he hath al- fo 
ready begun to implant his Fear in my Heart, 
ſo that notwithſtanding all the Oppoſitions m 


1 may meet with in my Way, I ſhall never ſe 
depart from Him. 5 | | H 
Another Temptation was, that I was | fo 
too young to approach that ſolemn Ordi- ra 
nance. 0 15 ER A 
With this I conſider'd, that thoſe advanc'd of 
more in years cannot meerly by their natural | 
Gifts and Qualifications perform any Duty of 
in a right manner, ſo as to be accepted with ac 
God in Chriſt, without the Influences of his ad 
Grace and Spirit accompanying their Endea- 
vours; with which Grace he can alſo and Er 
dath aſſiſt younger Perſons that are earneſt th 
in begging it of him, and who ſerve him an 
in Sincerity and Truth, which 1 deſire to th. 


do with all my Heart and Soul; and therefore = 
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I truſt that God will not deny me his Aſſiſ- 


And as no ſmall Motive and Spur to me 


in my Preparations for this Ordinance, I 
had the Example of an Acquaintance before 
me, even younger than my ſelf, who upon 


making known her Deſires was admitted a 


Communicant under. the Care of the ſame 


Miniſtry. , 


After all I was ſatisfy'd, that theſe and all 
other ſuch like Suggeſtions, which would 


divert and put me by making Preparation 


for this Ordinance, were Satan's Stratagems. 
I beg'd of God he would be pleas'd to re- 
move all Obſtructions and Hindrances that 
ſeem'd to he in the way, and prepare my 
Heart for a right Attendance upon him in 
ſo ſolemn a Duty, knowing that the Prepa- 
ration of the Heart in Man i from the Lord, 


And then ſhe gives the following Relation 


of herſelf, 


In-the Year 1706, I made timely Diſcovery 
of my Deſires, and ſome ſutable Preparation 


according as I was able, in order to my being 
admitted the following April to the Lord's 
Table. I choſe this Month, it being the 
Entrance upon a new Year of my Life. 1 


thought, that to lay my ſelf under new Bonds 


and Obligations to walk in God's Ways in 
the Beginning of a new Year of my Hife, 
might be a means to walk this Year more 
cloſely with God, and to maintain my Com- 


munion 
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munion with him in a holy and humble 
manner. %% 

The Monday before Sacrament-Day, the 
Lord was pleas'd to viſit my Siſter with a 
Fever; | thought God was now diſpleas'd 
at ſomething in me, and going to indicate 
his Diſpleaſure, not only by threatning to 


take away my Siſter from me; but alſo by J 


the timing of it I was afraid he would diſ- 
appoint me in his Providence of my long- 
ing Expectattons and earneſt Deſires on the 
approaching Lord's-Day. | | 

But the Lord was better to me than my 
Fears, and mitigated his Hand, and gave us 
2 hopeful Proſpect of Recovery, for which 
dis Name be prais'd. Hereby alſo he gave 
me hopes of having yet an Opportunity 
of waiting upon him on his own Day at his 
Houte-and Table. = 

April 7. 1706. Being aged this Month 
Sixteen Years, I was at my Deſire this 75 
Inſtant (it being Lord's-Day) admitted to 


the Participation of the Lord's Supper. - 


Therein I enjoy'd fome ſweet Communion 
with my God; but my greateſt Joy and Com- 


fort at this time, was when 1 came home, 


upon reflecting on what I had been doing, 
and my reviewing the Sermon which was 
preach'd that Afternoon from thoſe Words, 
Iſa. 63. 19. We are thine. Wherein among 
other things were ſhewn the ſpecial Grounds 
op2n which Perſons may be ſaid to be the 
US e og Lord's, 
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Lord's, as by Election; by Price and Pur- 
chaſe; by effectual Calling, and the Work 
of Regeneration; and by their own Act of 
Self- Dedication or Covenant- Surrender. Up- 
on all theſe Grounds I hop'd I might now 
with Comfort look up and ſay, Lord, I am 
thine. | : 

Beſides this, She ſolemnly devoted herſelf 


to God in Secret. She has left her Cove- 


nant written and ſign'd with her own Hand, 
Fune 1706, This ſhe did according to the 


Form directed by Mr. Allein. In a word, 


She ſeems to have omitted nothing where- 
by ſhe thought ſhe could bind herſelf faſt un- 
to the Lord; and having thus ſolemaly de- 
dicated herſelf to God, ſhe made it her Bu- 
ſineſs to adorn her Profeſſion with a Life and 
Converſation ſutable thereto; which leads 


me to give 


An Account of Her Chriſtian Deport- 
ment and Behaviour, and particularly 
of the Diſcharge of her Duty ad 
God . | | | 


— 


S8 made great Conſcience of ſecret 


Duties. Prayer was her conſtant daily 
Exerciſe, in the Gift and Grace of which ſhe 


had attain'd to a great Proficiency. There 
are a fa Specimens left written with her 


own 
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own Hand, and which, by ſeveral Tokens, 


appear to be of her own Compoſure. If at 
any time through any unavoidable Incum- 


brance (which was very rare) ſhe had been 
hinder'd of an Opportunity of converſing 
with God in Secret, or if ſhe had lightly 
perform'd her Duty, it greatly afflicted her. 


How heavy-hearted, ſays ſhe, doIawake the 
next Morning! And ſhe bleſs'd God it was 


thus with her, chuſing much rather it ſhould 
be ſo, than to have no Concern at the care- 


leſs Performance or Omiſſion of her Duty, 
whatever was the Hindrance that occaſion'd 


It. FO: | 
She was diligent in ſearching the Scrip- 


tures, and careful to remark thoſe Paſſages 
. eſpecially, which ſhe found had the greateſt 


Influence to keep her cloſe to her Duty, A 
Collection of which, neatly written and 
rank'd under their proper Heads, ſhe kept 
by her, to have recourſe to upon Occaſion. 
That which ſhe propos'd hereby was, that 
ſhe might be reminded of God's Covenant- 
Promiſes, and the Vows ſhe had made to 


God; might be encourag'd to the ſerving him 


in the days of her Youth, be quickned-to 


the Duties of Prayer and Watchfulneſs, be 


inſtructed to walk humbly and meekly, to 


live a Life of Faith and Chriſtian Content- 


ment; that ſhe might be put in mind of her 


Mortality, and the Uncertainty of Life; and 


in a word, that ſhe might be excited to grow 
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in Grace, and to perſevere therein to the End. 
I have thought fit to publiſh this Collection, 


together with her Prayers in the Order which 
ſhe has plac'd them, at the End of this Ac- 


count, hoping it may be of uſe with God's 
Bleſſing unto others, as I doubt not it was 


to herſelf. 
Beſides reading the Holy Scriptures, ſhe 
convers'd much with other good Books. She 


| has ſet down in a Paper by itſelf, ſeveral 


ſhort and pithy Sentences, with which 1 be- 
lieve ſhe found herſelf pleas'd upon the read- 
ing of them. I ſhall mention two or three, 
ſuch as follow | 

If you are not ſo happy as you deſire, it's 
well you are not fo miſerable as you deſerve. + 

We haue a Day of Mercy; if we neglect that, 
God hath a Day of Juſtice, and he will not neg= 
left that. 

The Commanament finds our Duty, and the 


| Promiſe finds our Strength. 


God has his waiting Servants as wal as bis 


working Servants, when under Affiftion or my | 


Pe | 

Whilſt Chriſt is ar God] right Hand, and 
"hh Bible in the Hand of gracious Perſons, they 
need not be dejected in any Condition, &c. 

To Prayer, and reading the Scriptures 
and other good Books, we may add the Duties 
of ſecret Meditation and Self- Examination, 
in which ſhe did frequently exerciſe herſelf, 
obo in which ſhe own'd to. me, that her 
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Thoughts of God and ſpiritual things have 


ſometimes vaſtly exceeded what ſhe was a- 
ble to expreſs. It was her great Trouble, 
when at any time ſhe. could not engage in 
theſe Duties with that Freedom and Enlarge- 
ment as ſhe ought, and ſhe hop'd ſhe defir'd 
to do. In taking an Account of herlelf, ſhe 
thus expreſles it. At this time Heart-Sins 
are my greateſt Trouble. The Departures 
of my. Heart from God, the too great Neg- 
lect of my ſpiritual Watch, my Deadneſs 
and Dulneſs in Duty, that Temptations too 
eaſily prevail, that there is ſo much Corrup- 


tion in me, of which 1 daily ſee more and 


more (and I bleſs God I do ſee it, that in 


his Strength L may ſuppreſs it) Theſe things, 


with others of the like nature, are my great- 
eſt Burden; and very heavy am I that I can 
ſerve God no better. 5 N 

As to the Publick Worſhip of God, there 
are many Witneſſes of her decent Behaviour 
at it, of the Gravity and exemplary Seri- 


ouſneſs wherewith ſne attended God's Holy 
Ordinances. It was her great Concern to 


approve herſelf to God, by worſhipping him 


in Spirit and in Truth. In Hearing ſhe or- 


dinarily wrote after the Miniſter. Lords- 


Days and Sacrament-Days were her moſt re- 
freſhing and deſirable Seaſons, It was her 


Trouble, if at any time ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
be debar'd the Privilege of waiting upon 


God in his Houſe. She ſometimes — b 
, | that 
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that Refreſhment in Ordinances, that ſhe 
wiſh'd the Day were longer; aud as ſhe ex- 
preſſes it, ſhe felt an Uneaſineſs and Back- 
wardneſs to enter into the Week's Affairs 
again. 5 9 
Beides her ſtrict Obſervance of the Lords- 
Day in all the private and publick Duties of 
it, ſhe willingly omitted no other Oppor- 
tunities that did preſent themſelves in the 
Week. She took particular Delight in at- 
tending the Seven- a-Clock Morning-Lecture, 
which for many Years has been kept up by 
Diſſenting Miniſters, and which has done 
abundance of Good to many People. This 
ſhe us'd to do when it was within reach, and 
ſhe could do it with a due regard to her Duty 
1a other teſpects. 

But I muſt conclude this Part af the Ac- 
count by adding, That tho ſhe was fo diligent 
in the diſcharge of religious Duties, ſhe was 

however ſenfible; of the Imperfections and 
Weakneſſes which attended them; and when 
| ſhe had the greateſt Enlargements, and found 
her Graces 1n the livelieſt Exerciſe, ſhe was 
afraid of being puffed up or reſting in her 
Duties. She knew the beſt of them were ſo 
tar from being meritorious, that without 
the infinite Merit and Interceſſion of Chriſt, 
they could not be ſo much as acceptable. 
She ſtudy'd Holineſs as the Way to Heaven, 
and as her preparatory - Meetneſs for it, but 
rely'd ſolely on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
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= The LIFE of 
as the Price of her Salvation. She ſerv'd 
the Lord with her whole Heart, and yet 
knew herſelf to be but an unprofitable Ser- 
vant ; for as what ſhe did was not meerly 
from, herſelf, but by the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Grace, ſo was it no more than what ſhe ought, 
and was her Duty to do, Having given this 
Account of her religions Exerciſes, it may 
not be improper here to ſubjoin 
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The Work of God's Spirit upon her Soul 
in Holy Duties. 
THESE ſhe ſet down in a Paper by 
itſelf, and for greater Concealment 
and Secrecy, did it in Characters which I 
procur'd to be written out in long Hand 
by a near Relative that could underſtand 
and read them. They contain ſome Inſtances 
of her Ordinary and Week-days Experi- 
ences, but more eſpecially thoſe ſhe met 
with on Lord's-Days and Sacrament-Days. 
I ſhall give them in her own Words: She 
calls them, A brief Account of the Workings of 
her Heart towards God in Duty. 
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Her Week-Days Experiences 


HE thus expreſſes herſelf. This Even- 
ing, ſome Sedateneſs and Calmneſs of 
Spirit in Prayer. 
Another time, Some Enlargement and 
Affection. 
Again, much Brokenneſs of Heart and o- 


verflowing of Tears in Prayer, 


This Day, much-aſliſtance in Duty. 

Further. This Week 1 bleſs God has been 
a good Week. 

This Evening, much Enlargedneſs of Heart 
with God in Prayer. 

Another time. This Evening my Heart 
was much enlarg'd in Prayer, particularly for 
Preparedneſs to die. 

Again. My Heart was much drawn out 
in Prayer to God for Preparedneſs for Afflic- 
tion. 

This Evening my Heart was much enlarg'd 
in Prayer. I think I may ay, l had much Com- 
munion with God, 

Another time, Much Communion with 
God in ſecret Prayer. 

Another. This Evening I was pretty much 


affected in Prayer, and my Heart was more 


ſoften'd than ordinary. 
Again. At this time I was more largely 


carry'd out in my Deſires for Increaſe of Grace. 


B 4 Her 
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Her Lorda*s-Days and Sacramem 


Experiences, 


EBRUARY 2. 1707, Being Lord's- 
Day and Sacrament-Day. This was a 
good Day to my Soul, my Heart was much 
affected and drawn out towards God. I was 
kept in a great meaſure from thoſe vain and 


wandering Thoughts which ſometimes have 


much interrupted me. Towards the Cloſe 
of the Lord's Supper, the Miniſter exhorting 


us to make Religion our Buſineſs, that Scripe 


ture in a powerful manner Came into my 
Mind, Col. 2. 6. As ye have receiv'd Chriſt 
Jeſus Toke Lord, ſo walk ye in him. This I 


write, becauſe it made ſuch an Impreſſion up- 


on me. 


March 1707, Upon a Lord's-Day, ſhe thus 
writes: This Lord's-Day I was much affected 
in the publick Worſhip, and my Deſires were 


vehemently carry'd out towards God. 
March 16. being Lord's-Day. In the Morn- 
ing when 1 began the Day with Prayer, my 


Heart was very dead, and in the publick Wor- 


ſhip 1 had no Communion with God; but in the 
Evening after my Return home, I went into 
my Cloſet, there God met with me. My Heart 
was then much enlarg'd in Prayer before him. 


Prayer v was a Yery pleaſant Work. Bleſſed be 


the 
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the Lord, he made up to me in the Evening 
what 1 wanted all the Day. 


ſelf before God with many Tears, for my 
Lukewarmneſs in Duty throughout the day, 
ariſing from the want of thoſe due Pains 
and Care I ought to have taken in Duty. 1 
earneſtly beg'd of God that he would quick- 
en me. 

April 11. 1708. This Lord's-Day was a 
good Day to my Soul. I met with much 
Refreſhment in Duty, goth Publick and Se- 
cret. 


Communion with God in ſeveral of the Du- 
ties of the Day. I could have wiſh'd the Day 
bad been longer. I thought then [ could ea- 
ſily and comfortably have died. 
April 25. This Evening I was upon my 
Knees before God, and my Heart was much 
enlarg'd in Prayer : [ particularly and ears 
neſtly beg'd of God I might be more watch- 
ful this Week againſt Temptations. 


ſweet and refreſhing to me. 
June 17. The Miniſter preach'd on thoſe 


way into Everlaſting Puniſhment : When te- 
niſhments of wicked Men, methoughts I ne- 


ver had ſuch an Idea of the other World. 
Bat 
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March 23. This Evening I humbled my- 


April 18, This Lord's-Day I had much 


June 1708. Lord's-Days are now very | 


Words, Matt. 25. 46. And theſe ſhall go a- 


preſenting the Everlaſtingneſs of the Pu- 


1 


{6 ee 


r =*% + "= £qarabe x . 
. ͤ ens IR ͤ FAA, OO. os L, 
„ 12 NDS NE TIT. : 3 
: 1 
- = ry 


n 


* n 
2 „ 8 8 


IT 


is 
— 


32323 ole neue 


_ 1 


1 
14 
1 
BL 
"I 
MY" 
1 
22 5 
+ 
11 
" * 
a 
* 
"Io 
_ 
* 
4 
1 
4 1 . 
(4 
* 
1 3 
7 
N > 
v4 
FA. - 
= _ 2 
* 51 
3 
PR. 
wi 
\ 
* 1 
2. 
4 
114 
. 2 
5 
> ; 
uh 
CS 
N 
4 
2 
#8 
* 
2,2 
4 
, 2&f : 
. 
3 
4 * 
ES 
* 
& 3 
-E 
a 
4 
Ef 
8 
it 
4 
b * 
4 
4 
2 
1 
* 
4 
- 


271 2 


. 
F = 
C _ 
C 1 


3 LIFE "of 


But henceforward may I have more affecting 


Thoughts of it! | 
June 20. This Lord's-Day I have had ſome 


ſweet latervals of Communion with God 


in Duty, but eſpecially this Evening in ſecret 
Prayer, I think I dare admit it as an Experi- 


_ ence of Communion with God. 


"Novem. 14. 1708. Lord's-Day: My Heart 


was much more affected in private Duty than 


it had been of ſometime. My Prayers to 
God at this time were much ſpent for the 


quickning and influencing Graces of the Spi- 
rit of God, having been for ſome time under 


the Suſpenſion of Grace, and dead and dull 


January 4. 1708. I renew'd my Covenant 
with God at the Lord's-Table. It being the 


firſt Sacrament in this Year, I had a ſpecial 


regard both in my Preparations and in the 
Ordinance to a new Year, and reſolve and 
engage to take more Pains with myſelf, and 


to ſtudy my Duty more, and do more for God 


than ever I had done; and I was earneſtly 


defirous that this whole Year, if God ſhould 


ſpare my Life, I might enjoy more of him, 
have more Communion with him in every 
Duty, which ſometimes I have found very 
ſweet; fo that in the whole this may be a 
better Year with reſpect both to Duty and 


Comfort. That I might bring forth much 


Fruit, and may be found a faithful Steward 


whenever God ſhall call me to an Account 


of 
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of my Stewardſhip, whether this Year or an- 
other, in the Strength and for the ſake of 
jeſus Chriſt. It is to be obſerv'd, that in the 
Cloſe of this Year ſhe dy'd. 

March 7. 1708. I was enabled at the Sa- 
crament to join with great Earneſtneſs and 
Importunity of Soul throughout the whole 
Solemaity. I was never more ſincere and 
hearty, I think, than at that time; but yet 
I cannot ſay I had ſuch lively Affections ſtir- 
ring in me as ſometimes I have had. 2 

May 2. Sacrament-Day, I was very dead 
and dull in my Affections, and dead in my 
Thoughts at the Sacrament. So leſt I ſhould 
not receive benefit neither afterwards, I think 
it proper to remark what was expreſly per- 
forn''d in that Ordinance. The Miniſter did 
largely and particularly trace the ſeveral 
Steps of Chriſt's Humiliation from his Con- 
ception to his dying Agonies on the Croſs; 
and he preſs'd us to conſider the ſeveral Bene- 
fits which he had already obtain'd for us, viz. 
Peace and Reconciliation with God, the Par- 
don of our Sins, a right to Eternal Life, the 
Miſſion of the Spirit, and Adoption. And 
tho I had not that Enlargement of Heart 
and Communion with God as ſometimes, yet 
I did expreſly and ſincerely give up myſelf 
to God Soul and Body, to love, ſerve and 
obey him, and to be watchful againſt Temp- 
tations. This I did, tho I had not at this 
time ſuch ſenſible Comfort. I did alſo vow 
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28 The LIFE of 
with Earneſtneſs of Soul. to perform what- 
foever was made known to me as my Duty, 
and to avoid what I knew to be ſinful. 
Fune 6. 1708. Sacrament-Day. I cannot 
ſay that I have had ſo much Communion with 
God this Day as ſometimes I have had; yet 
I can fay I had ſo much inward Peace and 
Refreſhment, that I would not part with 
ſuch Joy for ten Thouſand others, nor ſuch 


a Lord's-Day for many Days. I bleſs God 


Lord's-Days are now very ſweet and refreſh- 


ing to me ; and when the publick Worſhip 


of the Day is over, I could wiſh it were 
longer, and I find an Uneaſineſs and Back- 
wardneſs to enter into the Week's Affairs 
again, HORS: | . | 

In theſe foregoing Inſtances I have ſhewn 
the Reader the Experiences ſhe had of the 


Grace of God in her Soul : and if in fo ſhort 


a Space as that of a little more than two 


| Years experience (of which this is but an 


imperfect Account) ſhe had treaſur'd up fo 
much, what might ſhe have done had ſhe 
continu'd for any length of Time or number 
of Years? From what was more hidden and 


ſecret, | ſhall now pals to that which relates 


to 
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Her outward Behaviour, and thoſe emi- 


nent Qualifications and Endowments 


which (hone in Her, 


HE was obſerv'd by many, but thorowly 
known to very few. Her Acquaintance 
lay in a narrow Compaſs. She convers'd 
but little in the World, her Occaſions calling 
her but little into it. She had a great Advan- 
tage from the Example of that aged, expe- 


rienc'd and holy Relative, to whoſe Care ſne 


was committed, and who was ever ready to 
encourage and cheriſh the Serzouſneſs that 
was in hee | 3 
Being early inſpir'd with Love to God, it 
leſſen'd her value for the World, which ſhe 
jadg'd infinitely beneath that moſt bleſſed 


Being to whom ſhe had given her Heart. 


When a Child, there are but few that have 


| diſcover ſo little of a childiſh Spirit: and 


when further grown up, the Delight ſhe 
took in God, and the Exerciſes of Religion, 


kept her from being carry'd away with thoſe: 
Pleaſures and Vanities which are ſo powerful 


and enfnaring to young People. 


She loy'd to be always employ'd. Idleneſs 
was a Burden and a Sin ſhe could not endure. 
When ſhe had difpatcl'd one Buſineſs, ſhe 
would preſently offer her Service for — 4 
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= and was wonderfully ingenious at her Needle, 
3 and every thing elſe that ſhe under took. 
4 In her whole Converſation and civil Con- = 6 
=. cerns, ſhe kept a ſtrict guard upon herſelf, | 
my and would let nothing drop from her thar 1 
3 appear'd light or vain. . Her Grandmother i - 
4 has been us'd to ſay of her, that ſhe had as f 
_*Y few idle Words, and as few idle Hours, to ” 
_ by give an Account of, as any ever ſhe knew | © 
a7 in the whole Courſe of her Life. = 
= The Diſcretion and Prudence of her Be- Þ 
= haviour and Management was peculiarly re- - £ 
A markable. This appear'd in what did re- b 
= late to herſelf, and what did concern her . v 
= Brother and Siſter (to whom, as if form'd t 
*4 on purpoſe for it, ſhe became a Governeſs, MF d 
4 and they as eaſily yielded to her) and the 4 
= ſame may be ſaid as to every other Affair | ſ 
1 that was committed to her; inſomuch that b. 
4 it was a Saying concerning her us in the 5 
—_ Family, that ſhe was born a Woman. te 
= She appear'd generally of an even Tem- Ve 
_ 2 per, never much elevated, and ſeldom exceſ- ul 
2 lively caſt down. In Trouble ſhe would eaſe. 1 
. herſelf upon her Knees, and pray to her Fa- R 
tber in ſecret. This was her fire and con- he 
ſtant Retreat, and here ſhe found thoſe Re- ſe, 
freſhments as allay'd her Fears, and procur'd 8a 
her an happy Tranquillity of Mind. She was : 


thoughtful, without being melancholy. Under 
the Exerciſes of her Mind ſhe would work off 


her Troubles between God and herſclf, and 
BE. this 
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Ms. MARY TERRY.” 31 
this gain'd her much Experience. As ſhe was 
diligent in her Remarks upon God's Provi- 


dence, ſo ſhe maintain'd a Sedateneſs of Spi- 


rit under it, ſcarce inferior to thoſe who were 


much above her in Age, | 

In Company: ſhe Was flow to ſpeak, yet 
far from being reſerv'd ar moroſe. When 
delivering herſelf, it was always with a Mo- 


deſty bordering upon Baſhfulneſs, but ſo as 
won the Reſpect of every body. Herein ſhe 


| had ſomething peculiar to herſelf, and which 
gave a Grace to her not only as a Chriſtian, 


but as one that was well deſcended. I ne- 
ver heard others mention, any thing relating 
to her Conduct but what was in her Commen- 
dation; and for my ſelf, I can ſay it in great 


Truth, that I do not remember to have ob- 


ſerv'd any thing in her that could deſerve to 
be blam'd. | 


- She-was of a meek and quiet Spirit, con- 


tented and eaſy in her Condition. She ne- 
ver diſcover'd any thing that look'd like an 
uneaſy fretting at the Providence of God. 


The worſt thing ſhe complains of (as the 


Reader will find in one of her Prayers) was 
her natural Pride and Paſſion; but as ſhe 
ſecretly confeſs'd, bewail'd and pray'd a- 


gainſt it before God, ſo ſhe kept it under ſuch 
a Reſtraint as few perceiv'd it beſide her- 


ſelf. - 


She 
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32 The LIFE of | 
She was very humble, affable and cburte- 

ous to all People, but eſpecially to her Rela- 
tives, towards whom ſhe carry'd it alſo with 
that Duty and Reſpe& as gain'd from them 
an intire Affection. But in nothing was 
ſne more exemplary, than in her Obſervance 
of her Grandmother, to whom ſhe was al- 
ways molt dutiful and loving: for whom 
there was 9 whereby ſhe might ſerve or 
e did it readily and joyfully. 

She took part with her in her Troubles; and 


as the greateſt Teſtimony of her Love and 


Concern, ſhe would be earneſt in Prayer to 
God, whom ſhe knew to be the moſt power- 
ful Helper, and the beſt Friend, - 
Thus I have given a faithful Relation of 
this young Perſon, who had ſhe liv'd would 
doubtleſs have anſwer'd the Expectations 
that were form'd of her. But it pleas'd God, 


who does all things in ſovereign Wiſdom, ve- 
ry ſoon and unexpectedly to remove her 


from us. So that what remains to be added 
is but : 2: 
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Mrs. MaRT TERRT. 33 


in the Family, and being about the Houſe 


with extraordinary Patience, ſpeaking but 


us'd to do. When! addreſs'd my ſelf to her, 
among other things, I ask'd her if ſhe had 


upon her, ſhe expreſs'd ſome Fear how ſhe 


"4 ſhort Account of Her Death. 


C UCH was the Violence of her Diſtemper, 
| 8 that it carry'd her off in leſs than five Days. 
She found herſelf ſomewhat indiſpos'd for 
ſeveral Mornings before ſhe took her Bed; 
bat this did not hinder her from appearing 


as uſual, But, on Friday the third of De- 
cember, ſhe fell very ill, her Diſtemper prov- 
inga malignant Fever. She bore her Sickneſs 


little, yet exerciſing her Thoughts much 
Godwards. The greateſt Trouble ſhe com- 
plain'd of, was, that ſhe could not meditate 
and compoſe her Thoughts as ſhe had been 
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not experienc'd the Preſence of God in his 
Ordinances, and found - Communion with 
him in her attendances upon him: to which 
ſhe immediately reply'd, Yes, yes; You can 
ſay nothing of that kind but I can give an 
Anſwer to, The Day ſhe dy'd, which was 
December 8. 1708. finding the Pangs of Death 
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ſhould be able to get through what was be- 

fore her, for that ſhe found dying Work to be 
hard Work. But it pleas'd the Lord quickly 
to releaſe her of _ Fears; for no * ; 


r 
had I withdrawn from the Bed than ſhe fell 

into a Convulſion Fit in which ſhe depar ted, 
having not finiſd by ſome Months the Eigh- 
| reenth Year of her Age. 


Watch ye therefore, for ye know not when the 


| Maſter of the Houſe cometh, at Evening, or 

Ul at Midnight, or at the Cock-crowing,' or in 

4 the Morning: Leſt coming ſuddenly, he find 
you ſleeping. | - 
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T might be of great Uſe to every Chri- 
ſtian, and eſpecially to young Ones, to 
have ſomething of the like nature 
with what is — offer d, conſtantly _ 
by them; the reviewing of which would en- 
9 G 23 vn 


36 A COLLECTION © 
courage them when they begia to faint, and 
quicken - them when they grow remiſs and 
negligent in their Duty: for which Reaſons 
I have thought fit to annex to the foregoing 
Life the following Collection of Scriptures, 
with the Prayers that are added at the End 
of ſome of them; in doing which 1 have 
obſerv*d the ſame Order and Method in which 
ſhe herſelf had plac'd them. 
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A Collection of Scriptures. 
God's Covenant-Promiſes. 


EREMIAH 31. 33. This ſhall be the Co- 

Jy venant that I will make with the Houſe of 
. Hratl, after thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord: 1 

will put my Law in their inward Parts, and 
write it in their Hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my People. 

Verſe 34. And they ſhall teach no more every Man 
bis Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, 
_ Jaying, Know the Lord: for they ſhall all know 

me, from the leaſt of them to the greateſt of 

them, ſaith the Lord : for I mill forgive their 

| Tniquity, and I will remember their Sin no 
more. 25 | 

Jer. 32. 38. And they ſhall be my People, and I 

will be their Go]. 5 
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of SCRIPTURES, 37 
Ver, 39. And I will give them one Heart, and 


one Way, that they may fear me for ever, for 


the Good of them, and uf; ny Children after 


them. 

Ver. 40. And I will make an everlaſting Cove= 
nant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them to do them good; but I will put my Fear 
in their An, that * ſhall not depart from 
me. 


Ezekiel 36. 25. Then will I ſprinkle clean Water 


upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your 
Filthineſs, and from all your Idols will I cleanſe 
You, 


Ver. 26. A new Heart alſo will I give you, and 


anew Spirit will I put within you; and I will. 
take away the ſtony Heart out of your Fleſhs 


and I will give you an Heart of Fleſh. 

Ver. 27. And I will put my Spirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes , and 
ye ſhall keep my Fudgments, and do them: 8 

Ver. 28. And ye ſhall dwell in the Land that 1 
gave to your Fathers, and ye ſhall be my Peo- 
ple, and J will be your God. 

Heb. 8. 10. For this is the Covenant that I wil 
make with the Houſe: of Iſrael after thoſe Days, 
ſaith the Lord, I will put my Laws into their 
Minds, and write them in their Hearts; and 
1 will be td them 4 God, and they a. be to 

me a People. 2 


Ver. 11. And they (ball not teath every "Mea +7 


bis W and every Man his Brother, 
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38 A COLLECTION 
ſaying, Know the Lord; for all ſhall know me, 
8 the leaſt to the greateſt. 

"BE. 12. For J will be merciful to their Unrigh- 

' Feouſneſs, and their Sins and their Iniquities 

will Tremember no more. 

Pfal. 47. 14. For this God is our God for ever 

and ever; he will be our Guide even unto 
Death. ; 

2 Cor. 6. 18. Aud I will be 4 : Fatherunto you, 

and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters; 'faith 

the Lord Anis. 
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Of paying our Vows to God, 

3 66. 13. I will go into thy Houſe 
with Burnt-Offerings : I will pay thee my 
Fows. * 

Pſal. 50.'14. Offer unto God Thankſgiving, and 
pay thy Vows unto the moſt High. 

Plal. 56. 12. Thy Vows are upon me, O Ged. 

Pſal. oo Il. V. om, and pay unto the Lord your 
Go 

Pal. 116. 14. J will pay my Vows unto the 

Tord, now in the Preſence 97 all his People. 

Pal. 11 9. 106. J have ſworn, and I will per- 
Ferm it, that I will keep thy righteous Judg- 
ments. 

Eccleſ. 5. 4. When thou voweſt a Vow unto God, 

defer not to pay it : for he hath no Pleaſure in 

Fools; 3 pay that which thou haſt vowed. 
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Job 22, 27. 


of SCRIPTURES: 39 


Ver. 5. Better is it that thou ſhouldeſt not vom, 
than that thou eve? vow and not pay, 
And thou ſhalt pay thy 


Lows. 

Jonah 2. 9. But I will ſacdifice unto thee with 
the Voice of Thankſgiving, J will pay that 
I have vom d. 

Nahum 1. 15. O Judah, keep thy ſolemn Feaſts; 
perform thy Vows. 


Deut. 23. 21. When thou ſhalt vow a Vow unta 


the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt not ſlack to pay 
it: for the Lord thy God will ſurely require it 
1 thee, and it would be Sin in thee. — 


* 


Of ſerving God in the Days of our 
ps. ns: 


mourn for him, and bury him: for he 
only of Jeroboam ſhall come to the Grave, 
becauſe in him there is found ſome good Thing 
toward the Lord God of Iſrael in 2 Houſe 
of Jeroboam. 

1 Kings 18. 12. But I chy Servant fear the 
Lord hom my Youth. 

Jer. 3. 4+ Wile thou not from this time cry unto 
me, 155 Father, thou art the Guide 7 my 
Youth ? © 

Eccleſ. 11. 9. Rejoyce, O young Man, in thy 
Youth, and let thy Heart chear thee in the Days 
75 thy Youth, and walk in the Ways 2 A 


INGS 14. 15. And all Iſrael ſhall. 
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Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes: but P 
know thou, that for all theſe things God will 
bring thee into Judgment. * 


Ver, 10. Therefore remove Sorrow from thy 
+ Heart, and put away Evil from thy Fleſh, for 
© Childhood and Youth are Vanity, 5 P 
Eccleſ. 12. 1. Remember nom thy Creator in the 
Days of thy Youth, while the evil Days come 


not, nor the Tears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt . E 
ſay, I have no Pleaſure in them. > 155 

Prov. 8. 17. I love them that love me, and thoſe — 
that ſeek me early ſhall find me. ; 

Matt. 6. 33. But ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of 'F 
God, and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
things fhall be added unto you. | 

1 John 2, 13. Iwrite unto you young Men, be- 1 

cauſe ye have overcome the wicked One. | 

write unto you, little Children, becauſe ye I 


88 have known the Father. | 

2 Tim. 3.15. And that from a Child thou haſt 
non the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wiſe unto Salvation. 


Of the Duty of Prayer. Wi 


)SAL. 5. 5 Hearken unto the Voice of my \ 
Cry, my King, and my God : for unto Thee 
will I pray. 8 


Ver. 3, My Y Sith ſhalt thou hear in the Morn- \ 

ing, O Lord; in the Morning will I direct my 

Prayer unto thee, and will lookup. _ 5 
. al. 


of SCRIPTURES. 41 


Pſal. 55. 1. Give ear to my Prayer, O Gad, 


and hide not thy ſelf from my Supplication. 
Ver. 17. Evening and Morning, and at Noon 
will I pray, and " aloud, and he ſhall hear 


my Voice, 


Pſal. 37. 4. Delight thy ſelf alſo in the Lord, 


and he ſhall give 4 the Deſires of thine 
Heart. 


_ Pſal, 65.2. O thou that heareſt Prayer, unto 


thee ſhall all Fleſh come, 
Pfal. 116, 1. J love the Lord, becauſe he bath 
heard my Voice, and my Supplications. | 


Iſa. 65. 24. And it ſhall come to paſs, that bes 


fore they call, I will anſwer; and whilſt they 
are yet ſpeaking, Iwill hear. 


Lam. 3,25, The Lord is good unto them that 


wait for him, to the Soul that ſeeketh him. 
Dan. 6. 10. Now when Daniel knew that the 

Writing was ſign'd, he went into his Houſe 

and his Windows being open'd in his Cham- 


ber toward Jeruſalem, he kneel'd upon his 


Knees three times a day, and pray'd, and 
gave Thanks before his God, as he did afore 
time, 

Luke 22. 32, But 1 have pray'd for thee, that 
thy Faith fail not. 

Ver. 40. And when he was at the Place, he 


ſaid unto them, 1 0 that ye enter not into 


Temptation. 
Ver. 41. And he was withdrawn from chem: 4s 
bout a Stones caſt, and n cm and 


. pray'd, 
Luke 


4 


r 
. 


7 = 
EF 4. 
© \ 
9 | 
1 
* 
he. 
- 
3 
* 
2 
1 
. END 
b = 
Fei 
21 
_ _ 
= a \ 
I E 2 
1 
* 
3% ( 
x, 5 
*:2a& 
oh 
e 
N 
+ a 1 
2 
1 
i- = 
[ > = 
o 
7 4 
. 1 
* * 
- : 
oe 8 « 
. bY 4 5 
* * 235 
1 
1 2 1 
=: 3 o 
d Fu T4 
| AR" 
yr . 
1 
k 1 
. f 
0 e 14 
. 2 
} $ 
F 2 by 
TSH 57 
: p £:* * 
: - 
»" | 
: 24 „ 
1 
i 5 8 
þ 2 
4 
0 4 | 
9 "© 
3 IF} * 
1 
I | 
Fo F p = 
= „ 
1 * 
* =$ 
& +? 2 
+ 7 4 
f 1 
8 
1 2 
* 
13M 
: Fr 
4 #4 75 


— of * 


>< 

<> \ Wag 
— * . 

_ 4H 

„ 
*4, -— Sl 
= — 2 2 
E 


4 A COLLECTION 


Luke 11. 1. And it came to paſe, that as he 


Was praying in à certain Place 
Luke 18. 1. And he ſpake a Parable unto them, 
to this end, that Men ought always to prays 
and not to faint. i 
John 14. 13. Whatſoever ye ' ſhall ask in my 
Name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorify d in the Son. 


John 17. 9. I pray for them, J pray not for the 


World, but for them which thou baſt given me, 
for they are thine, 
Adds 9. II. Enquire in the Houſe of Judas, for 
one e Saul of Tarſus; for behold, he 
ayetn, 
Jo 8.5. If thou wouldeſt ſeek unto. God be- 
times, and make thy Supplication to the Al- 
mighty 
lob 42. . ' Thou ſhalt make thy Prayer unto 
him, and he ſhall hear thee, 
Pfal. 109. 4. For my Love they are my Adver- 
ſaries: but I give my ſelf unto Prayer. 
Pſal. 145. 18. The Lord is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him, to all that call upon him in 
Truth. 
Ver. 19. He will fulfil the Deſire of them that 


fear him; he * will e their Cry, and will 


ſave them. 
Lam. 3. 41. Let us life 47 our Heart with. our 
Hands unto God inthe Heaven. 
Matt. 7. 7. Ask, and it ſhallbe given you A, 
| and 2 ſhall find: knock, and it ſhall be 0= 
* unto you, 
Matt. 
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of SCRIPTURES. "6 


Matt. 6. 9. After this manner therefore pray ye: 


Our Fathen which art in Heaven, Hallow'd 
be thy Name, GC. W 
Mark 11.24. Therefore I ſay unto you, What 
things ſoever ye deſire when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye (hall have 
rem, - & | 
Rom. 12. 12, Continuing inſtant in Prayer, 


Eph. 6.18. Praying always with all Prayer and 


Supplication in the Spirit, and watching there- 
to with all Perſeverance, and Supplication for 
all Saints, | 


Phil. 4.6. Be careful for nothing, but in every 


thing by Prayer and Supplication with Thaukſ= 
giving, let your Requeſts be made known unte 
God. | | + 


1 Theſſ. 5. 17. Pray without ceaſing · 


Ver. 25. Brethren, pray for us. 


\ 


1 Pet. 3. 12. For the Eyes of the Lord are over 

the Righteous, and his Ears are open unta their 
Prayers. . be 2 
Pſal. 34. 15. The Eyes of the Lord are upon 
the Righteous, and his Ears are open unto 
their Cry, | 


Matt. 26. 36. Then cometh Feſus with them unto 


a Place calld Gethſemane, and ſaith unto 
the Diſciples, Sit ye here while I go and pray 
yonder. e | 

Ver. 39. And he went alittle further, and fell 
on his Face, and pray d, ſaying, O my Father, 
if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me: ne- 
vertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt. J 

1 am. 
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44 A COLLEC TION 
Jam. 4- 8. Draw nigh ro God, and he mill draw 


nigh to you. 

Jam. 5. 16. The effeftual fervent Prayer of a 
righteous Man availeth much. 

Col. 4. 2. Continue in Prayer, and. watch in the 
ſame with Thankſgiving, 

Heb. 4. 16. Let us * come holdly unto 
, and find Grace to help in time of need. 
Jam. 1. 5. F any of you lack Wiſdom, let him 

ask of God, he giveth to all Men liberaily, 
and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him. 
Ver. 6, But let him ast in Faith, nn wa- 
vering- | 1285 


4 7 


| 8 Watchfulneſs. 


AT T. 25. 13. Watch therefore, for ye 

know neither the Day nor the Hour 
ey ein the Son of Man cometh. 

Matt. 26. 40. And he cometh unto the Diſci- 
ples, and findeth them aſleep, and ſaith unto 
Peter, What, cons ye not watch with me one 
Hour 5 | 

Ver. 41. Watch and pray) that ye enter not into 


Temptation: the Sirit indeed is e but 


the Fleſh is weak. 

Mark 13. 35. Watch ye therefore, for ye 15 
not when the Maſter of the Houſe cometh, at 
Evening, or at Midnight, o or at Cock-crowing, 
or in the Morning. E 

141. © : Ver, 


the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mer 


1 
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g of SCRIPTURES. 45 
Ver. 36. Leſt coming ſuddenly, he find you ſleep- 
. j 5 
1 36. Watch ye therefore, and pray al- 
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy to eſ- 
cape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and 
ſtand before the San of Man. | 
Theſl. 5.'6. Therefore let us not ſleep as do 
others, but let us watch and be ſober. 
1 Pet. 4. 7. But the End of all Things is at 
hand; be ye therefore ſober, and watch unto 
Prayer. 3 

| Rev. 3.2, Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the 
things which remain that are ready to die. 

2 John 8. Lookgto your ſelves, that we loſe not 
thoſe things which we have wrought, but that 
we receive a full Reward. ” 
1 Pet. 5. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your 

Adverſary the Devil as a roaring Lyon wall- 
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eth about, ſeeking whom he may devour. 
Of Humility and Meekneſs. 

5 RO v. 22. 4. By Humility and the Fear * 
4 of the Lord, are Riches, and Honour, and. 9 
Mjatt. 5. 3. Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, for 1 
; theirs is the Kingdam of Heaven, 3 
Ver. 5. Bleſſed Are the meek, for they ſhall inhe- 
7  rit the Earth, | f 


Matt. 


46 A COLLECTION. 


Matt. 11. 19. Take my Yoke upon you, nd 
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in Heart; 


and ye ſhall find Reſt to your Souls, 
Jam. 4. 6. But he giveth more Grace; wherefore 


Grace unto the Humble. 

Ver. 10. Humble your ſelves in the Sight of the 
Lord, and he ſball lift you up. 

Prov. 11. 2. When Pride cometh, then cometh 
Shame; but with the lowly 1s Wiſdom. 

Numb. 12. 3. Now the Man Moles, was very 

meek, above all the Men which were upon the 
Face of the Earth. -* 

Eph. 4.2. With all Lowlineſs and niels, 
with Long-Sufftring, forbearing one another in 
Love. 

Phil. 2. 3. 1s Lowlineſs of Mind let nach eſteem 
ot her better than themſelves. 

1 Pet. 3. 4. Even the Ornament of a meek and 
quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight £ God of 
0 great Price. 

* Plat. 257 9. The Meck will be guide in Judg- 
ment, and the Meek will he teach his Way. 155 
Fſal. 147. 6. The Lord lifteth up the Meek, he 
_ . Eaſteth the Wicked down to the Ground. 
Luke 14. 11. For whoſoever exalteth himſelf, 
. Jhall be abaſed; and he that humbleth himſelf, 
Halt be exalted, 
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be faith, God reſiſteth the Proud, but giveth 


* 


„ e 


n 
1 
* 
N 
h 
8 
f 
0 
n 
e 


PD, ba hol — oy 


8 


3 


er 


= 


J 
Her P RATE R. 


O Moſt Holy and for ever bleſſed Lord 
God, Thou knoweſt the Deſires of my 
Soul now before thee, and what I would 
moſt earneſtly beg of thee; O Lord, that 
thou wouldeſt beget in me an eminent Degree 


of theſe lovely Graces of Humility and Meek- 
neſs: Thou knoweſt this has been much upon 
my Heart, that I might be more humble. 


Lord I would bewail that I find fo much 
Pride remaining in me: O that I did more 
ſet the bleſſed Jeſus before me, that Pattern 
of Humility and Meekneſs, that I might 
learn of him to be meek and lowly in Heart. 
What! a humble Saviour, and a proud Chri- 
ſtian! How contrary is that? O aſtoniſhing! 
How contrary is it to the very Name A a 
Chriſtian, which ſpeaks him to be, or, ought 
to do ſo, Chriſt-like? Lord,help me to govern 
my Paſſion. O how much do I find of this 


ſtirring in me upon every trivial Occaſion, 
to my great Grief and Sorrow. Lord, fx in 


my Mind this thy Word, that he that ruleth 
his Spirit is better than he that taketh a City. 
Set in, O Lord, with my own Endeavours 
for the ſuppreſſing theſe Corruptions, and 
make me a Conqueror over theſe mine Ene- 
mies, for the ſake of him whom thou hear- 
eſt always, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 4 
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48 A COLLECTION 


* 
Of Living by Faith. : 

ED 36 OR. 5. 7. For we Salk by Faith, not by 
| Sight. * | 
Gal. 2. 20, And the Life which I now live in P. 


the Fleſh, Ilive by the Faith of the Son of God. 
.Pfal. 55- 22. Caſt thy Burden upon the Lord, 
and he ſhall ſuſtain thee : he ſhall never ſuf W 
fer the Righteous to be mod, 1 
» Phil. 4. 6. Be careful for nothing, but in every * 
thing by Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſ- 

Jpn. let your Requeſts be made known unta 

God, © Pf 
7. Caſting all your Care upon him, for 

he careth for you. 

.Pfal. 25. 10. All the Paths of the Lord are 

Mere and Truth to ſuch as keep his Covenant Pr 
and his Teſtimonies. | 
Pſal. 112. 7. He ſhall not be afraid of evil 5 
Tidings : : bis Heart is fix d, truſt ing in the Ia 
Tord. | Bo. 
* Pal. 89. 33. Nevertheleſs my loving Kindneſs | 
will I not utterly take from hum, nor ſuffer 
my Faithfulneſs to fail. 

Prov. 3. 6. In all thy Ways ackuowleag him, and 

be ſhall direct thy Paths. 

- Pfal, 32. 8. 7 will inftru@ thee, and teach thee 
in the Way which thou ſhalt go I will 12 


Thee with mine Eye. 1 
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pfal. 34. 9. O fear the Lord, ye his Saints, for 
there is no want to them that fear him. 

Ver. 6. Many are the Afflictions of the Righ- 
teous, but t ed delivereth him out of them 
all. 

Pſal. 37. 3. Truſt in the and; and do good, ſo 
ſhalt thou dwell in the Land, and verily thou 
ſhalt be fed, 

Ver. 5. Commit thy Way unto the Lord, truſt 

alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. 

Ver. 39. But the Salvation of the Righteous is 
of the Lord, he is their Strength in the time 7 
Trouble, 

-Pfal. 84. 11. For the Lord God is 4 Sun and 4 
Shield the Lord will give Grace and Glory; 
no good thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly, 

Prov. 32. 5- Every Word of God is pure: he 
4 a Shield unto them that put their Truſt in 
him. 

„Iſa. 3. 10. Say ye to the Righteous that it ſhall be 

well with him, for they fall eat the Fruit of 
their Doings. 

- Iſa; 26. 4. Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for 

in the Lord bv is everlaſting Strength. 

Iſa. 41. 10. Fear thou not, for I am with thee * 
be not diſmay'd, for I am thy God; I will 
ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I wil 
uphold thee with the right Hand of my Righ- 
teouſneſs. 

Heb. 13. 5. He hath ſaid, I will never leave 


thee, nor for(ake thee. 
5 nor for: 3 WY 
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50 A COLLECTION © 
37 Ver. 6. So that we may boldly ſay, The Lord 
N is my Helper, and I will not fear what Man 
ſhall do unto me. | | © 
Matt. 6. 30. Wherefore, if God ſo clothe the 
Graſs of the Field, which to day is, and to 
morrow is caſt into the Oven: Shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little Faith ? 
Prov. 10. 3. The Lord will not ſuffer the Soul 
of the Righteous to famiſh: but he caſteth a- 
way the Subſtance of the Wicked. | 
Rom. 8, 22, And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the call'd according to his Pure 
poſe. | e 
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Her PRATER. 


Heavenly Father, increaſe my Faith in 

theſe and all thy Promiſes; and may 1 

truſt thee, for the Performance of thine own 

Word, for thou art faithful that haſt pro- 
mis d. Lord, fix theſe Promiſes upon my 

Heart, that they may diſpel every diſtruſt- 
ful and diffident Thought in their firſt Riſ- 

ings, and this for the ſake of thine own dear 

Son, and my Saviour and Redeemer. Amer. 
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Of Chriſtian Contentment. 
HII. 4. 11. For I have learned in what- 
ſoever State IT am, therewith to be con- 
tent. 


1 Tim. 6. 6. But Cadliseſt 4 content ment 


is great Gain. = 

Heb. 13. 5- Let your Converſation be without 
Covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch things 
as ye have. | 


Chicerning Man's Mortality, and the 
Sj tt Gene, of this Life. 


E N. 3. 19. Dyft thou art, and unto Duſt 


ſhalt thou return. 
Job 7:6. My Days are ſwiſter than a_Wea- 
ver's Shuttle, and are ſpent without Hape. 


Job 9. 25. Now my Days are ſwiſter than'a Poſt, 


they flee away, they ſee no good. 


ver. 26. They are paſt away as the if r Ship „ 


as the Eagle that haſteth to the Prey. 

Chap. 14. 1,2. Man that is born of a Woinas 
1s of few Days, and full of Trouble. He 
cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut down ; 
he flecth alſo as a Shadow, and continueth 
not. © 
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5$zx' A COLLECTION JF M 
Pal. 39. 4. Lord make me to know mine End, 
and the Meaſure of my Days what it is, that H 
I may know how frail I am. | 
Ver. 5. Behold, thou haſt made my Days as an 
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Hand-Breadth, and mine Age is as nothing 1 
before thee : verily every Man at his beſt State 
it altogether Vanity. | 
Pſal. 90. 12. So teach us to number our Days, R 
that we may apply our Hearts unto W:ſ- 
, dom. R 


Pſal. 102, 11. My Days are like a Shadow that 
declineth, and I am wither'd like Graſs. - 
Pſal. 103. 15, 16. As for Man his Days area: ſh © 
Graſs; as a Flower of the Field, ſo he flous 
riſheth : For the Wind paſſeth over it, and it is 
Jam. 4. 14. —X For what is your Life? it is 
even a Vapour that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vaniſheth away. | | 


Of Growth in Grace, and Perſeve- 


rance therein to the End. 1 

EL 1 | | m 

J?; 17. 9. The Righteous alſo ſhall bold on 5 

. bis Way, and he that hath clean Hands ſhall 1 

5 be ſtronger and ſtronger. 95 * 

4 Prov. 4.'18. But the Path of the Fuſt is as E 

| the ſhining Light, that ſhineth more and more w 

le ferfebt D.,. | 
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Matt. 10. 22. Aud ye ſhall be hated of all Men 
for my Name-ſake : ub he that endureth to the 
End (hall be ſav'd, 

Heb. 10. 23. Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of 

our Faith without wavering, for he is faithful 
that promi cd. 

2 Pet. 3. 18. Hut grom in Grace, and in the 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chr: 

Rer. A. c. thay faithful unto 

Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life. 

Rev. 3. 11. Behold I come quickly, hold that 
: faſt which thou haſt, that no Man take thy 
Crown. 
; Heb, 10. 39. Now the Fuſt ſhall live by Faith; 
but if any Man draw back, my Soul ſhall 
have no Pleaſure i in him. 


XS wo 


1 Her P RATE R. 


O Eternal, Ever-living, al Ryer-bleſled 
Lord God : Wilt thou now draw nigh 
unto me, and hear my Supplicatioa teach 
me to plead with thee, for the Bleſſings that 
| I would now earneſtly and importunately 
| beg: Lord, are they not agreeable to thy 
Will; they are of a Spiritual Nature, Growth. 

| in Grace, and Perſeverance therein to the 
End. May my Path be that of the Juſt, 
which ſhineth more and more unto the per- 
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54 Her PRAYER. 


fe Day. Lord, may I every Day make 


ſome Progreſs in Grace and Holineſs, and 


receive ſome Addition to my ſpiritual Sta- 
ture. May l, as I grow in Days and in 
Years, alſo grow in Grace, and in the Know- 
ledg of my Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
O Lord, may I be acquainted more and more 
with the Power and Life of Godlineſs, with 


the Spiritual Part of Duty. I am ſenſible, 


Lord, that there is more in Religion than a 
mere. external Profeſſion; therefore, O moſt 


Holy Lord, I would moſt earneſtly. beg Grace 


to be faithful in my moſt Holy Calling, that 
I may live up to the Profeſſion that I make. 


O Lord, never, never ſuffer me to decline 


from the Ways of ſerious Godlineſs, or to 


look back again, after I have ſet my Hand. 


to the Spiritual Plow, O Lard, I am afraid 
leſt I ſhould draw back into Perdition, and 
of ſuch thou haſt ſaid, % Soul ſhall rake 
no Pleaſure in them. O that +I could tell 
with what Words to prevail, and whence 
to fetch my Arguments, that I might now 
ſpeed on my Meſlage at this time, for per- 
ſevering and preſerving Grace. O I am 


afraid leſt the Devil and the World: ſhould. 


be too hard for me, through the Deceitful- 
neſs of my own Heart! but I will not de- 
Togate from the Glory of thy Grace, and 
ſay too hard for that, if thou haſt planted 
it in any meaſure in my Heart. O Lord, I 
would bleſs thee for that Promiſe, and would 

, & not 


Her P RATE N "I, 
not for the whole World be without it, 
where thou haſt ſaid, 7 will pur my Fear 
in their Hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
rom me: and again, Bleſſed Jeſus, thou haſt 

| ſaid, Thou giveſt unto thine Eternal Life, 

and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
MH pluck them out of thy Hand; and none are 
aʒble to pluck them out of the Father's Hand. 
| On theſe Promiſes I deſire to build my Hopes 
| of Perſeverance. But Lord, I muſt again 
here reſume my Complaint, that under the 


> various Occurrences of Providence, and Cir- 

: cumſtances of Life, I find ſuch a Variation 

; and Uneaſineſs in the Frame and Temper. 

1 of my Heart, which makes me many times 
>. to queſtion my Sincerity ; I would fain 
1 walk more ſteddily and even with God, un- 

| - der all the Variations of Life, than alas ! 

1 J have hitherto done. Lord, I am ready to 

e expect my ſhare of Trouble and Affliction 

| in this World, When I think hereof, it 
e cauſes a Multitude of troubled Thoughts 
within me; but in the Depth of theſe, I can _ 
- | Way, Thy Comforts, O Lord, delight my 
n Soul. When I conſider thy appearances for 

d me in former times of Trouble and Danger, 

- tho then ſcarce ſenſible of either, by reaſon 

- of my Minority; how thou haſt taken me 
d up, and provided for me, yea, and carry*d,; 
d me through eminent Danger: This does: 
1 excite my Truſt and Dependance on thee for 
4 time to come. | 3 
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56 Her PRAYER. 
But, Lord, I am ſtill ready to queſtion 
my Strength for ſtanding in an evil Day: 
for thou haſt ſaid, he that fainteth in the 
Day of Adverſity, his Strength is ſmall : but 
then haſt not thou alſo ſaid, As thy Day is, 
ſo ſhall thy Strength be; and my Grace is 
ſufficient for thee? Theſe Promiſes, Lord, 
lie much upon my Heart; and by Faith 
in them I am enabled to walk in ſome mea- 
ſure comfortably, and I deſire to ſue them 
at the Throne of Grace in every time of 
need. And, Lord, when is it not a time 
of need with ſuch poor, indigent Creatures 
as we are? Lord, I ſtand in need of re- 
new'd Strength daily, for the daily Dutys 
and Burdens that I -meet with; but ſome- 
times, O Lord, I may ſtand in need of an 
extraordinary Meaſure of Strength, under 
great and extraordinary Afflictions, Trials 
or Temptations: and then may I have 
Strength proportionably, and Grace ſuffi- 
cient for me. 5 1 
Lord, I know not how to break off my 
Requeſt before thee at this time, it being 
a matter of the greateſt moment with me, 
and the Fear of which has been, and ſtill 
is often my greateſt Trouble, when I find 
either the Smiles or the Frowns of the World 
make too great an Impreſſion upon me, eſ- 
pecially the latter, being that which 1 expect 
to meet with. It is this I fear, leſt I ſhould 
at any time depart either foully or Ay 
ER | rom 
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Her PRAYER. 57 
from my God, for which I make it my moſt 
hearty Prayer I never may. And O that 
the moſt High would now yield himſelf 
unto Prayer, that he would ſuffer himſelf 
to be prevaild upon for the Bleſſings I do 
now ask, Growth and Perſeveraace in Grace 
unto the End of my Days: That I may be 
ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in the Ways of Ho- 
lineſs, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord in every Scene of my Life. May 
I grow in Grace from one Degree thereof 
to another, till at length Grace ſhall be con- 
ſummated, and perfectly compleated in Glo- 
ry. All which I moſt humbly beg in the 
Name, and for the Sake of the great Medi- 
ator, and may I ſay, my Redeemer the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : In his Blood may the Sins and 
Infirmitys that have intermingled at this 
time be done away, who 1s the Advocate 
with the Father; and for this Jeſus Sake 
may what has been agreeable to thy Will 
meet with Acceptance at thine Altar; and 
may I meet with a gracious Return of an 


Anſwer of Peace. 


And now, Glory be to Thee, O God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt ;, Three 
| Perſons, but One Eternal God, for ever, and 
ever. Amen. | 
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1 love them that love me, and 
thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find 
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ITH what haſte do we fol- 
low one another into Eter- 
nity ! Our Days are ſwif- 
ter than a Poſt, Job 9. 25. 
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for one Friend, e' er we return to do the ſame 


for another. Tis but the Interval of a 


Sabbath, and one who was then an Auditor, 
is now become herſelf the Subject of a Fu- 


neral Sermon. Having on that Occaſion 
heard the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe which die in the 


Lord, * Rev. 14. 13. her next Work was 
to die herſelf, and enter upon that Bleſſed- 
neſs. And as then we ſolemniz'd the Death 
of an antient Diſciple, ſo now are-we to do 


that of a young One; God by ſuch an In- 
terchange of Providence ſuting his Inſtruc- 


tions to the Young as well as the Old. | 
They who knew her will not, I am per- 
ſuaded, impute it to a haſty Tranſport, if 
I ay ſhe had ſcarce her Fellow: and to ſuf- 
fer ſuch a One to ſlip from us without No- 
tice, + would, I have thought, be not only 
unkind to her Memory, but ſuch a Neglect 
3 Providence as I could not well anſwer 
or. 5 8 
The Words of the Text do ſo well agree 
to what was conſpicuous in her Temper and 
Practice, and as to what relates to the pro- 
miſory Part of them, were in ſuch an emi- 
nent manner fulfil'd unto her, that it has 
made me think I could not fix upon any Paſ- 
ſage more ſutable to the Deſign I have in 
R + 
..* Which was the Subje# of 4 Funeral Sermon on the 
Death of | an antient Member of the ſame Ghurch. 
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| Funeral Sermon. 63 
They preſent us with one of the beſt Ac- 


counts we have of Practical Religion, or Pie- 


ty towards God; and propoſe torus the Re- 
ward that attends it, together with the pe- 
culiar Advantage of being early in our ſet- 
ting about it. ES. 

1, They give us one of the beſt Accounts 
of Practical Religion. This is to love and 
ſeek the Lord: I love them that love me, 
&c. By. the Pronoun Me, I chuſe to under- 


ſtand God as revealing himſelf to us in and 


: through his | Son ; who, in this Chapter, 
condeſcends to plead with Sinners under the 


Title of Wiſdom, and who is elſewhere ex- 


preſly call'd the Wiſdom of God, Luke 11. 
49. To underſtand it thus Perſonally, ſeems 
moſt conſonant to the Expreſſion, I love; 


which is the Action and Property of a Per- 
fon, and cannot be ſo well apply'd to Wiſ- 


dom, conſider'd as an Attribute. ; 
28. Here is the Reward that is aſcertain'd 
to Serious Religion, and eſpecially to ſuch 


1 
3 


* 


95 + Vide Geirum in Proverbia Salomonis. : 
|| Some do underſtand theſe Words, and what is ment ion d 


in this Chapter of Wiſdom, as conſiſting in the wiſe Direc- 
tions God had given to his antient People, the Jews, in bie 
Word reveal'd to them by bis Servant Moſes and the Pro- 
phets : yet the Antient Chriflians thougkt they might bet. 


ter be apply'd to the Wiſdom reveal'd unto us in the Goſs 


pel by the Son of God; nay, to the Son of God himlelf, 
the Eternal Word and Wiſdom of the-Father. Vide Pa- 


trick's Paraphraſe. 
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- as are early in it: 7 love them that love me, 


it an eminent Principle z the Latter is an N 


and thoſe that ſeek me early, ſhall find me. This j 
is the more ſignificant, as it does every way 2 
ſute the Inclinations and Appetites of an E 
aſpiring Soul. Love wiſhes for nothing F 
more than a Reciprocation, or the being a 
loy'd again; and there is no higher Felici- I 
ty it can propoſe in ſeeking, than that [ 


its Deſires may find their Reſt and Satiſ- 1 ® 
faction in the Enjoyment of the Good ſought f 
after: What 1 propoſe in ſpeaking to theſe 5 
Words, is, 5 , 4 
1. To conſider briefly the Nature of Practi- , 
tal Religion, 45 it is here ſunify'd to con- h 
fiſt in loving and ſeeking God, 3 
II. The Reward that is promis*d to ſuch a © 
love and ſeek Him. t 
III. The ſpecial Advantage they have who ' 
ſet about this. Work betimes. 2 IR 1 
IV. And laſtly, The Application. | : 

0 


eligion, as it is here ſigniſy d to conſiſt in loving 
and ſeeking God. The Former contains in |} 


eminent Part of Religion: It is very uſual 
in Scripture to deſcribe Religion by one or 
other of theſe, but here it is ſet forth by 
both of them together, 


of Man. It is the main Spring and Princi- 


fold; that God is Love, and he that dwelleth 


25 1 


of his amiable Perfections, and of his being 


Chriſt twdeandus::. 44 


F 
p 
| 
| 
* 


e Sermon. 8 > 


i. To be Religious, is to love God. This 
is the Sum of Religion, or the whole Duty 


ple of All; and for that Reaſon calld the 
Firſt and great Commandment, Matt. 22. 37. 
and the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 13. 10. 
It is the fitteſt Notion we can form of our 
Duty, as being moſt: comprehenſive and 
moſt ſutable to the Object of it; for we are 


in Love, dwelleth in G od, 15 God in Him, N 


. Now to love God, is to have ſo ſtrong 
an Affection or Inclination of Heart towards 
kim, as to deſire and delight in Him above 
all things, from the Apprehenſion we have 


the only ſufficing Portion and Happiaeſy to 
our Souls. 

lt is to entertain the higheſt Eſteem of 
him poſſible, not only for what he is in Him- 
ſelf, but for what he is willing in and n 


It is to cheriſh ſuch an Affection as ſhall 
carry forth the. Soul in fervent. Breathings 
Deſire after him. Whom. have Jin Heaven 
but Thee? and there is none upon Earth that I 
deſire beſides thee, Pſal. 73. 25. Deſire 1s but 
Love in Motion after its delectable 8 

conceiv'd as abſent. RES 
But as: there is a Sort aud Degree of en- 
pying God even in this World, ſo to rc 
E | im 


66 Mrs. MARY TERRY 5 
him muſt likewiſe import the Delight we 
perceive in our Souls upon his gracious Pre- 
— with us, and ſo far forth as he is enjoy'd 
by us: Love in the poſſeſſion of a preſent 
Good, being no other than the Satisfaction 
and Reſt we have in the Enjoyment of it. 
In his Favour is Life, Pſal. 30. 3. And 
His loving Kindneſs is better than Life, Pſal. 
63s: 3% ö | 

As to the Meaſure of our Love, it ought 


3; 5 Co Re 


ocrity, which makes Love a-Vertue towards 
all other Objects, would ſpoil it here; ſince, 
as one ſpeaks, nothing leſs than a bound- 
leſs Affection is ſutable to Him, for whom 
too immenſe a Vaſtneſs is impoſlible. 
And that nothing leſs ought to be offer'd 
unto God, might eaſily be evinc'd, had we 
Time to conſider as we ought the Grounds 
of this Love. A right Knowledg of God in 
Chriſt, and the Relations wherein he ſtands 
to ſuch as are in Covenant with him, would 
ſoon inform us what manner of Affection we 
ought to bear unto him. What leſs than 
an unlimited Love can be due to the Infi- 
nite Good, confider'd as our God and Redee- 
mer ? | | 1 „ BY >» 
And were there in us ſuch a Love as this, 
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in its Effects! How fearful ſhould we be 
of offending our gracious God; yea, how 
careful to pleaſe him in all things! And 
| ; how 


to be the higheſt we are capable of. Medi- 
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How ſoon and how viſibly would it appear ; 
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how cheerfully ſhould we devote ourſelves, 
even all we are or have, to his Service and 
Honour! | > i: 
That we may do fo, it is our Duty with 
moſt importunate Entreaties to beſeech the 
God of Love to grant us his Holy Spirit, the 
ſole Efficient of this and all other Graces, 
that he may ſubdue the Enmity of our Na- 
ture, and ſhed abroad his ove in our Hearts; 


that we being quicken'd and enflam'd with 


this heavenly Principle, may continually aſ- 


cend unto Him, who, as he is the Author 


of our Being, is likewiſe the Center of our 
Felicity. But, „ (Og 
2. To be Religious, is alſo ro ſeek God. And 
if we truly love him, we muſt neceſfarily 
ſeek. him. Love is often deſcrib'd to be a 
vehement Deſire of Union ; and where this 
is, there will be a proportionable Endeavour 
ater 36. -1- - | | 
To ſeek God, is to apply ourſelves to the 
diligent Uſe of all thoſe Means which he 
hath appointed, in order to the being found 
of us, and to make our Acceſs to him in 
TAL er, in which only he will be approach'd 
Y us. 


Ibe Means we are to uſe, are the Inſtitu- 

tions or Ordinances of his Worſhip. ; None 
of theſe are to be neglected by us; but his 
publick Worſhip in all the Parts of it, and 
particularly Prayer, both Secret and Pub- 
lick (which is often intended in Scripture 


68 Mrs. MARY TERR YS 
by this Phraſe of ſeeking God) is in an ef- 
.pecial manner to be underſtood, _ 


Means by which we are to ſeek God ; they 
are well known, and People do not fo much 
want to be inform'd of theſe as to be ſtir'd 
up to the Uſe. of them, and to be directed 
about the Manner how they ought to ſeek 
God therein. | | | 
As to this; we are ſufficiently inſtructed 
from the Text. The Word “ that is ren- 
der'd ſeek; does ſignify ſuch a circumſpeq, 
induſtrious and diligent Application, as when 
a thing is ſo inquir'd after, that it becomes 
the Firſt which engages a Man's Mind fo 
ſoon as he awaketh, and upon which he em- 
ploys his Thoughts, and beſtows his Pains all 
the Day after. 
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To ſeek God then duly, is to make this 
our firſt and principal Buſineſs. Hence we 
are call'd upon to Remember our Creator in the. 
Days of our Youth, Eccleſ. 12. 1. and to 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, Matt. 6. 33. It is to do it like- 
Wl. wiſe with all the Vigour we are able, in pro- 
and our real Need of it. And in a word, 
it is to' do it with an indefatigable and 
perfevering Conſtancy, not ſuffering our- 


. * Vide Geierum in Proverbia Salomonis, Cap. 
7. 15. N e 


ſelves 


But it is needleſs to inſiſt here upon the 


portion to the Excellency of the Object, 
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ſelves to be diſcourag'd at any Difficulty, or 


to be tir'd out with the Length of our Ex- 


pectations. " 
But again, it is not enough that we be 


thus diligent in the Uſe of God's appointed 


Meant, without taking care alſo to ſeek him 
in his appointed May; and this is in and through 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, As the Sacrifices under 
the Law were typical of the Meſſi h; ſo they 


did point forth unto that People the Neceſ- 


ſity of a Mediator. And our Saviour hath 
expreſly told us, who are under the New- 
Teſtament Diſpenſation, that he is the Way 
by which we muſt approach God, and that 


no Man cometh to the Father but by him, John 


14, 6. We are Apoſtate Sinners, that have 
forfeited the gracious Preſence and Favour 
of God; and ſhould we now pretend to re- 
cover theſe again, meerly by our own Pray- 
ers or imperfe& Duties, it were to add to 


all the reſt of our other Provocations. We 
need one to make Atonement for our Sins, 
and by his infinite Merits to render God re- 
. Concilable to us; for without this there is 


no ſeeing of his Face: If we would be found 
of God in Peace, he muſt (as Joſeph did his 
Brethren) introduce us into the King's Pre- 


ſence; for through him only we can have 


Acceſs unto the Father. Having thus conſi- 


der'd the Nature of Religion as it conſiſts 


in loving and ſeeking God, I come to the 
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70 Mrs. Mary TERRY 
II. General, The Reward that is annex'd 
unto it: I love them that love me, and they 
that ſeek me early ſhall find me. We are 
not from hence to imagine as if our Love 
were meritorious of the Love of God, or 


the Cauſe of his loving us; for his Love to 


us is always before ours to him, and is the 
efficient Cauſe of it. We love him, becauſe 
he firſt loved us, 1 John 4. 10. Our Love 
is the Effect of his. Now the Effect cannot 
be the Cauſe of its Cauſe, or in any reſpect 
meritorious of it. The Expreſſion in the 
Text therefore does only deſcribe the Cha- 
racter of thoſe, whom God of his free Grace 
will favour with further Marks of his ſpecial 
and diſtinguiſhing Love. | 

It is however to be obſerv'd, that the Love 
of God, which is concomitant with ours to 
him, is (as 1 may ſay) of another + and 
more fervent kind than that which he had to 
us when in a State of Ignorance and Enmity. 


Then he lov'd us with a Love of Benevo- 
- lence, and a purpoſe of doing us good; but 


when we love him, he takes an actual De- 
light or Complacence in us: and yet it muſt 
be acknowledg'd that this alſo is gratuitous 
Love, and no way procur'd or merited by 
us, it being only his Love of that which by 


: 3 4 - bo pad 


* 


i Vide Geierum in Locum. 
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his own free Grace he hath implanted in our 
Hearts. 5 E 
And now. we are to ſpeak of this Love of 


God, we muſt not think it like unto that 


Paſſion which we feel in ourſelves, but muſt 
remove from it all thoſe Imperfections and 
Weakneſles that ours is attended with, To 
pretend to ſet forth the Nature of it as it 
is in God, were to run ourſelves into Con- 


fuſion; for it is impoſſible fully to explain 


that, one neceſſary Perfection whereof is to 
be incomprehenſible. The beſt Knowledg we 
can gather of it, is from its Effects; and if 


we conſider it with reſpect to theſe, we 


may conceive it to imply the following things. 
1. God's avouching or owning ſuch as love 
and ſeek him, for his peculiar People. He « 


not aſbam'd to be calld their God, Heb. 11. 16. 


How unlovely and deſpicable ſoever they may 
be in the World's account, how much ſoe- 
ver neglected and overlook'd. by Men, God 
will not reje& them; He will own and re- 


ceive them as his. It is the Effect of Hatred, 


to diſown, to caſt away, to manifeſt Diſ- 


pleaſure and Contempt; but God doth not 
thus to thoſe that love him: on the contrary, 


He will receive them, and be a Father unto 


them, 2 Cor, 6. 17,18. 


2. It implies the Room which ſuch have 


in his Approbation and Eſteem. Love in 


us betokeneth the good Opinion, the high, 
1 Concem 


752 Mrs. MART TERRY Ss 
Conceit we entertain of the beloved Object. 
It is an Indication of the mighty Value we 
put upon it, and the high Account we make 
of it. The like are we allow'd to conceive, 
as imported in God's Love to ' thoſe. who 
have the Qualifications in the Text. Such 
are of great Account in his ſight, not for 
any underiv'd Excellency of their own, but 
for the Beauty and the Grace wherewith 
he himſelf hath enrich'd and adorn'd them. 


For this Reaſon we find them in Scripture 


compar'd to ne Gold, and more frequently 
ſtil'd God's Portion, his Heritage, the Lor of his 
Inheritance, Deut. 32. 9. Again, they are de- 
{crib'd as his precious Ones and his Jewels, Lam. 
4. 2. Mal. 3. 17. They are call'd the Excel. 
tent of the Earth, God's choſen and peculiar 
People, Pſal. 16; 3. 1 Pet. 2.9, What can 


be more expreſſive of Endearment and Ef 


2 


teem? | | 
23. It implies the great Complacence, the 


marvellous Satisfaction and Delight he takes 


ih ſuch; not as if their loving him were any 
Addition to his Happineſs, but only a thing 
that is moſt highly pleaſing and acceptable to 
him. To ſignify rhis, he calls them the dear- 
ly Beloved of his Soul, Jer. 12,7, He is ſaid 
to rejoice over them as a Bridegroom rejoiceth 
over his Bride, Iſa. 62, 5. What endearing 
Expreſſions doth Chriſt heap upon his Church, 
of which every ſincere Lover of God 'is a 
Member? Cant. 5. 2. Open to me my Love, my 
* 555 Dove, 
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Dove, my Undefild; and Chap. 6. 4. 5. Thou 
art beautiful, O my Beloved, as Tirzah, come- 


ly as Jeruſalem, terrible as an Army of Ban- 
nern. Turn away thine Eyes from me, for they 
have overcome me, &c. Who can ſet forth 
the Delight which God takes in his. Peo- 
ple; 95 1-24. £29%” 7 , | 


4. It: denotes his continual Remembrance 


of them. What we love, we cannot eaſily 


put out of our Thoughts. To teſtify that 
it is thus on God's part, we are told that 
his Eyes are never withdrawn from the Righte- 


bus, Job 36. 7. That a Mother may ſooner 


forget her ſucking Child, than he can forget 


them, Iſa. 49. 14, &c. His Care over them 
is com par'd to that of ai Eagle, that ſtir- 


reth up her Neſt, and fluttereth over her Young, 


Deut. 32. 11. of a Hen that gathereth her 


Chickens under her Wings, Matt, 23. 47, and 
of a watchful Shepherd, who gatheretb his 


Lambs with his Arm, and carrieth them in his 


Boſom, Iſa. 40, 11. They that touch them, 
touch the Apple of his Eye, Zech. 2, 8, In all 
their Afliction he is fatd to be afflicted, Iſa. 


63. 9. Whatever Kindneſs is done unto 
them, he eſteems it as done unto himſelf : the 
like he accounts alſo of every Injury, and 


will be ſure to reward the one, as he will 


certainly puniſh the other; Matt. 25. 40 


* . 
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74 Mrs. MART TERRY S 
5. And laſtly, It imports the ſtrong Pro- 
ſity and unalterable Inclination there is 
in God continually to do them good, We 
refuſe nothing to thoſe we love, that we judg 
proper for them, or any ways beneficial to 
them. In like manner, God has promis'd to 
make an Everlaſting Covenant with his People, 
in which this 1s one priacipal Article, That 
he will never turn away from them to do them 
good, Jer. 32.40. He has ſaid, he will be a Sun 
and a Shield, he will give Grace and Glory, and no 
good thing will he withhold from them that walk up- 
rigbeiy (which every true Lover of God does) 
nay, ſeeing he ſpar d not his now Son, but deli- 
ver d him up for their Sakes, how ſhall he not 
with him freely give them all things? Rom. 8. 
32. He that hath done the greater, will not 
deny the leſs. We are exprelly aſſur'd, that 
all things ſhall be made to work together for good 
to them that love God, Rom. 8. 28. - Ina word, 
they ſhall have all things in this World 
that are fit for them, and all they can poſ- 
ſibly deſire or wiſh for in the World to come. 
Thus now, in ſuch like Inſtances as theſe which 
have been mention'd, does the bleſſed God 
ſignify and expreſs his Love to them, in whoſe 
Hearts he hath begotten a Principle of fer- 
vent Love unto Himſelf. 75 
Beſides all this, for their further Encou- 
ragement, and as a further Explication and 
Confirmation of what has been ſaid, he hath 
thought fit to add his moſt gracious Promiſe, c 
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have explain'd it) ſhall alſo find him. For 
as they will not fail to ſeek what they love, 
ſo they ſhall certainly find what they ſtudi- 
ouſly ſeek. It ſhall not be here, as in other 


Caſes, where, tho Men ſeek with much In- 


duſtry and Application, they often fail of 


their ExpeQations, and are miſerably fruſ- 
trated and diſappointed. In this matter, 
which is of the higheſt Importance, God 


hath given us the fulleſt Aſſurance of obtain- 
ing what we deſire. And our Reaſon, be- 
ſides the many Promiſes of God, might con- 
vince us of the Certainty of it; for how can 
we imagine he ſhould raiſe in us moſt inſatia- 


ble Deſires after Himſelf, and then defeat and 


diſappoint them ? How utterly inconſiſtent 
would this be with his immenſe Goodneſs ! 


But this needs no farther Proof, and there- 
fore I ſhall only mention ſome Inſtances, 
wherein ſuch as love and ſeek the Lord 


ſhall find him in a Way ſutable to their De- 

In General. They ſhall find Him an Al- 
ſufficing Portion. I am the Almighty God; 
Walk before me, and be thou Perfect, Gen. 17. 


1. There is enough in Him to ſupply all his 
People's Wants, ſeeing he is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that they can ast or 


think, Eph. 3. 20. 


But more particularly. They ſhall find him | 


a God ready to pardon all their Sins : for he 


has 
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has ſaid, He will be merciful to their Unrigh- 


teouſneſs 5 and their Sins, and their Iniquities 


will he remember no more, Heb. 8. 12. Yea, 
He will caſt all their Sins into the Depths of the 
Sea, Micah *;. 19. : 

Tbey ſhall: find him a moſt kind and gra- 
cious Father. Come out, and be ye ſeparate ; 
and I will be a Father unto you, and ye ſball be 


my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord God Al- 
mighty, 2 Cor. 6. 17,18. Ag fuch he will 


hear their Prayers, and be High unto them 


ia all that they call upon him for, ?/al. 145. 


18, 19. He is gaod unto them that wait for 
bim, to the Soul that ſeeketh him, Lam. 25. 


They ſhall find him zigh unto them, to fanc· 
tify 'em: Iwill ſprinkle clean Water upon you, 


and ye ſhall be clean + from all your Filthineſs, 
and from all your Idols will F cleanſe you, Enck. 
36. 25. To preſerve them : . The Lord pre- 
ferveth all them that love him, Pſal. 145. 20. 
To provide for them: The young Lyons ſuffer 
Hunger, but they that ſeek the Lord ſhall not 
want for any good Thing, Pſal. 34. 10. To 
Rrengthen them in their Way: They that 
wait upon the Lord ſball renew their Strength, &c. 


Ha. 40. 31. To ſupport and comfort them 


in all their Afflictions: I will not leave you 


Comfortleſs; I will come unto you, John 14. 18. 


To counſel and direct them in all their Difh- 
culties : In all thy Ways acknowledg him, and 
he ſhall direct thy Paths, Prov. 3. 6. 


Again, 
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Again, They ſhall find him in all his Or- 
dinances, where he will meet them to bleſs 
them, and to do them good, Matt. 18. 20. 
In all his Providences, watching over them as 
tho they were the Objects of his ſingle Care 
and Charge, Matt. 10. 30. They ſhall find 
him in all the Viciſſitudes, Conditions and 
Periods of Life; and after they have ſerv d 


him here in their Generation, according to has 
Will, they ſhall find. him to be their God and 
Portion in that Everlaſting Kingdom of Hap- 


pineſs and Glory, which he hath prepar'd for 
them from the Foundation of the World, Matt. 
25. 34- Then ſhall they behold his Face in 
Righteouſneſs, and then ſhall all their Delires 
have their füll Reſt and Satisfaction, in the 


Participation of his Likeneſs, and the En- 


joyment of his Love, without End of Days, 
or any Fear of Change. This ſhall . be the 
Portion, and this the Reward of thoſe that 
love and ſeek God: A Reward ſo great, ſo 
full and abundant, as leaves not ſo much as a 
Poſſibility of deſiring or wiſhing for any thing 
more. Having ſpoken to the Reward of Re- 
ligion, I come to the 


III. Thing propos d, which is to ſhow. the 


| ſpecial Advantage which they have who. ſet about 


and ſeeking Get. 111 

What has been already ſaid of the Reward 
that attends Religion, has enough in it to 
| | recommend 


this Buſineſs betimes; and are early in loving 
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recommend it to every ones Eſteem: for how 


happy muſt they be who ſhall find the Lord, 
and experience his Love in all thoſe Ex preſ- 
ſions and Inſtances of it that have been men- 
This, one would think, ſhould en- 
kindle an inſatiable Deſire in thoſe who are 
not become ps ann ſtupid and harden'd 
through Unbelief. And if but any likelihood 
of Succeſs ſhall anſwer all Objections of Diffi- 


culty, ſhall raiſe Mens Spirits, and animate 


them in their Purſuits after other things of an 
inferior Nature, and infinitely leſs Impor- 
tance; how much more ſhould it do the ſame 


in that which is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to our 


Well-being in this World, and our Everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs in Another? Now for the 
particular Encouragement of young People, 
the Text leads me to conſider the Grounds 


which they above all others have to hope for 


Succeſs in their ſeeking God. 

"Theſe may be taken from ſome happy Cir- 
cumſtances in their own Caſe, but principally 
from God himſelf. | FE 
1. There are ſome Circumſtances in their 
own Caſe, which give them a mighty Advan- 


a | 
_ © If. They have not ordinarily done ſo much 
as others to offend God, nor have their Sins 


been attended with ſuch heinous Provoca- 


. tions. They are not yet ſo much as ac- 


quainted with many of thoſe Vices and Cor- 


ruptions by which others have greatly en- 


LEE | | flam'd 
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flam'd the Wrath of God againſt themſelves; 
neither have they withſtood the Offers of Mere 


cy, and reſiſted the Spirit of Grace ſo long, 


or to ſuch a degree as they have done. No.] 
the leſs they have done to offend God, the 


more Hope there is of finding a free and eaſy 


Acceſs unto him. Not but that the moſt in- 


nocent and harmleſs have Guilt enough to 


deſerve Damnation; and whoever is accepted 


of God, it muſt be upon the ſcore of infinite 
Mercy: but then as we muſt allow there are 
Degrees in Mens Guilt and Provocations, ſo 
thoſe have doubtleſs the greateſt Grounds 
to hope for a Share in the Divine Mercy, 
who have done the leaſt to reſiſt it.” 
21y. Such as are religious betimes have the 


Advantage of offering to God their beſt, of 


dedicating unto him the Prime of their Age, 
and-the Excellency of their Strength ; which 
muſt. be ſo grateful a Sacrifice, as doubtleſs 
he will not refuſe: for how much more accep- 


table will it be to enter into his Service from 


the Beginning of their Time, and before other 


Lords have had Dominion over them, than after 
their Bodies have been quite emaſculated and 


worn out with Sin, and their Minds wholly 
vitiated and enfeebled, they ſhall be no way fit 


to ſubſerve any great Purpoſes or Deſigas ? 
Such as ſeek the Lord in their Youth, come 


freſh to his Service, with all the Advantages 
their blooming Age, their Strength and 
ſprightly Capacities do afford them. 
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. By offering unto God their but, they 
kei entitle him to all that comes Iter - 3 
as bringing the firſt-Fruits under the Law was 
an Acknowledgment of his Right to all the 
reſt, By this means he not only poſltſſes 
their Virgin Love, which is the moſt pure and 


inviolable, but he inherits all they are capa- 
ble of giving him. He has, the Service of 


their whole Life, from the Beginning to the 
End of it; not only the agreeable Fruits of 
their verdant Youth,.the uſeful Labours of 
their robuſt and manly Age, but the finiſhing 
remains of antient and long Experience. 

- Theſe are ſome of thoſe happy Circum- 


ſtances which avtend the Caſe of young Peo- 
ple, and whigr:are, ſo many ſolid Grounds of 


Encouragemeiit to hope, that upon their ear- 


ly ſeeking God, they ſhall find him very gra- 


cious and Rvootable unto them. But, 
2. And principally. There are other Grounds 


of Encoura gement᷑ to be taken from God him 


ſelf: As, 

rſt. The friendly Propenſion which in and 
through Chriſt we cannot but conceive him 
to bear to his Creatures. The Son of God by 


His ato ing Sacrifice hath purchas'd Peace and 


Reconciliation for us; ſo as that all Objec- 
tions on God's part are now remov'd, and 
there wants nothing to render Men the Ob- 
j-&s of his Mercy, but that they ſeek to him 


for it: and by howmuch ſooner they come, by 
ſomuch 


be 


to him? 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
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ſo much the welcomer ſhall they be. He is 


always ready to receive them, yea he waits 
that he may be gracious. And how can we 
ever think he ſhould not be willing to re- 
ceive them; who condeſcends to pray and be- 
ſeech them, that they would be reconcii'd un- 


o a 


2ly. The congruity of this to the Divine 
Nature and Perfections, muſt be a further 
Ground of Encouragement. What has been 


mention'd of the atoning Sacrifice of Chriſt 


being ſappos'd, nothing can be more agreeable 
to the bleſſed God, than his welcoming ſuch 
as humbly apply themſelves to him: As to 
ſeek him, is to do but jaſt as Creatures ſhould 
do, that is, to anſwer the End and Laws of 
their Creation; ſo to admit them is but conſo- 
nant to his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to his 
fatherly Pity and Compaſſion, and all the o- 
ther Perfections of his Nature. And no 
doubt our Maker and Ruler will be as ready 


to encourage us in our Approaches to him, as 


the common Enemy is to hinder and keep us 


| back. | 
» 3ly. The Claim which God makes to his 


Creatures, and the poſitive Commands that 
he hath laid upon them, is another Argument 


of his Willingneſs to be found of them. 


They are his by Creation, Redemption, and 
many of them by parental Dedication. Be- 
ſides, he hath expreſly requir'd them to remem- 
ber now their Creator in the Days of their Youth, 
2 | Eccleſ. 
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he has ſo ſtrictly requir'd of them? Has 


nation, forbid them ſeeking it any where 


us to doubt of this Matter. He has ſaid 


Loving-kindneſs, but for his Truth : Thou 
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Eccleſ. 12. 1. and to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of Gol f Of 
and his Righteouſneſs, Matt. 6. 33. To make | th 
Religion the firſt Buſineſs, is therefore an Act 1 H 
of Obedience, the diſcharge of a Duty to on 
which they are bound by many indiſpenſible mi 
Obligations. Have they not then the great- | 
eſt Reaſon to expect he will own them in the 
way of their Duty? Will he refuſe that 
Homage, that Service and Allegiance which 


he propos'd Himſelf as the Object of their 
Happineſs ? Has he, upon pain of Dam- 


elſe ? Has he by his own Spirit turn'd the De- 
fires of their Hearts towards him (who were 
naturally averſe from him) and then after 
all will he hide himſelf from them? How 
utter ly inconſiſtent would this be to his Na- 
ture, and the Diſcoveries he hath made in his 
Word? 8 ä REG 

4ly. The Promiſe of God will not admit 


expreily, that they that ſeek him early ſhall 
find him, And bath the Lord ſaid, and ſhall 
he not do it? Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he 
not make it good? He is not a Man that he 
ſhould lye, nor the Son of Man that he "qi 
repent. David praiſes God, not only for his 


haſt magnify'd thy Word above all thy Name, r 


Pſal. 138. 2. I ho all the Perfections of God BB 4 


are in themſelves equally glorious, yet 4 f 
| i 5 


mis'd. 
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of them ſhine forth with a greater Luſtre 


than that of his Faithfulneſs to his Word: 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but not 


one Tittle ſhall fail of what he hath pro- 
. Sh: And laſtly, For the ſpecial Comfort. 
of ſuch as have been ſolemnly dedicated to 
God in their Infancy by Baptiſm: I may add, 


that they have the Covenant of God for 


their Security in this weighty Concern. This; 
if duly conſider'd, would afford the greateſt 
Encouragement to them that is poſſible. For 
this would preſently convince them, not on- 
ly that it is their Part, to make Religion 
their firſt and principal Buſineſs, but that 
upon their ſo doing God hath for his Part 
moſt firmly engag'd that he will be found of 
them. By Baptiſm they were taken into 
Covenant with God, and were graciouſly in- 
veſted in a Claim unto him as theirs: and no 
ſoonerido they plead this Claim, than he holds 
himſelf bound to make good his Part, in be- 
ſtowing the Privileges and Bleſſings of his Co- 
venant upon them. . 


So that from what has been laid it appears, 


there is all the Encouragement given to ear- 
ly Piety that can be. For not only are there 
ſome faint Glimmerings of Hope, which is 
the moſt can be pretended by thoſe who 
have put. this off to he their laſt Buſineſs; nor 
are there only ſame fair Probabilities of 
ſpeeding, which in other Caſes is a ſufficient 

| „„ Motive 


Is 


* 


Motive to put Men upon Action; but, which 
is more than all, there are even the fulleſt 
Aſſurances that can be deſir'd. For, beſides 
all thoſe other things that have been offer'd 
to Conſideration, they have the Promiſe and 
Covenant of God ; that by two immutable 
things, in which it is impoſſible for God to lye, 
they might have ſtrong - Conſolation, who ſhall 
fly for Refuge to lay hold upon the Hope which 
is ſet before them. And this being ſo, I come 
now, 


IV. To the Application. 

This ſhall be only in a Uſe of Exhortation 
to young People, and then to thoſe that have 
paſt this firſt and beſt Time of their Lives. 

1. I would improve the Text as an Argu- 
ment. to perſuade young People forthwith to 
apply themſelves to the Study and Practice 
of Religion; To reſolve nom to love and 
ſeek God, and to make this their firſt and 
principal Buſineſs. - COL! 

I am ſure there is nothing of greater Mo- 
ment, 'nothing to which in point of Duty and 
Gratitude they are more oblig'd, nothing in 
which their Wiſdom and Intereſt is more con- 
cern'd, Now that which is of the greateſt 
Importance, Neceſlity and Uſefulneſs, ought 
to take place of every thing beſides, Of this, 
every ones own Reafon will convince them, 
and even little Children may be eaſily made 

| to 
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to underſtand it. Such cannot but appre- 
hend it to be much better to pray to God, 
and ſeek his Favour, than by ſinning againſt 
him, and for the ſake of a little Play and 
Pleaſure, to incur the Danger of Hell-Fire 
for ever, If there is no way of being ſafe 
and happy but in the Love of God, doubt- 
leſs we: ought to ſecure this in the firſt 
Place. And if fo, I would fain perſuade 
young People to improve the preſent Time, 
and not to let it flip, ſeeing it gives them 
the faireſt Opportunity of ſeeking God, they 
will have in their whole Life. In order to 
purſue my Deſign, I ſhall ſuppoſe my Bu- 
ſineſs at preſent to lie wholly with Children 
and young Ones; and therefore I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſpeak to their Capacities 1n the 
moſt plain and familiar Way that I can. 1 
would therefore, Children, have you to conſi- 
der ſeriouſly, | „ 20 

1ſt. Who made you, and wherefore he did 
ſo? It is manifeſt you did not make your 
ſelves. And as for your Parents, they were 
rather the Inſtruments than the Authors of 
your Being. But He that made you and all 
things, is God, Heb. 3. 4. And the End for 
which he made you, was, that you might ſeek 
and ſerve him: in order to which he hath fur- 
niſh'd you with ſuch Capacities as no Crea- 
ture-Enjoyments can fill up, on purpoſe that 
you might ſeek Happideſs only from Him- 
{elf. Should you not then remember your 
F F 3 Creator 


Somme 


wars 


= » 2 3 thc * hs 
SS — — 


— 


are 


86 Mrs. MART TERRVY'S⁵ ; 


Creator in the Days of your Youth ? Should 


you not inquire, where is God. my Maker? 
Should you not anſwer the End of your Be- 
ing ? Can you be happy without it ? And 
are you not unworthy of Life, whilſt you re- 
fuſe to ſubſerve the Deſigns, and to comply 


with the Demands of Him that made you; 


who, for your Rebellion, could preſently 
turn you back to your firſt zothing, or make 


you miſerable ? 


2ly. Conſider what your Maker has done, 
and continues to do for you. . Why, ever 
ſince you were born, you have been the Ob- 


- jets of his watchful Care and Providence. 
Every Day's Proviſion, Health, Eaſe, Peace 
and Preſervation, are the Fruits and Teſti- 


monies of his free Bounty, to which you are 
alſo beholden as much for the Continuance 
of all theſe, as you were for the firſt Grant 


of them. And as all the Supplies and Com- 


forts of your natural Life are from him, 
ſo it is to ys infinite Mercy you owe the 
Proviſion that hath been made for your in- 
mortal Souls; ſeeing that tho you deſerv'd 
his Wrath, he took pity upon you, and ſent 


| his only begotten Son to redeem you, and 


now through him does offer Eternal Life and 
Salvation to you; in order to the obtaining 
of which, he invites you to ſeek unto him, 
yea intreats you to accept of his Mercy; and 
this with that Sincerity and Earneſtneſs, as 
tho thereby you were to make him bappf 
| | and 
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and not yourſelves. Should you not then 
love him out of Gratitude as well as Duty? 
Should you not be inclin'd to it from a Prin- 
ciple of Ingenuity? And how can you be 


_ averſe from it, when it is ſo much for your 


own latereſt ? | | 
3ly. Conſider how worthy He is of your 


Love. He is infinitely ſo on the foremen- 


tion'd accounts : but you will be further con- 
firm'd in this, if you reflect on the Excel- 


lence of the Divine Being, and then his Su- 
tableneſs to anſwer the craving Capacities of 
your vaſt Souls, and to afford a compleat 


Happineſs unto you. | . 
With reſpect to the Excellencies of his Na- 
ture, He is confeſſedly the greateſt and beſt 


of all Beings, and cannot but be ſo as he is 
Himſelf the Original and Fountain of all 
the Excellencies you ſee in every thing elſe: 


And if you eſteem any thing beſide worthy 


your Love, how much more is He to be 
thought ſo, who gave it its Lovelineſs, and 


muſt have in Himſelf infinitely more than 
what we ſee in all Creatures, yea though 
it were poſſible that all which they have could 
be gather*d up in One? „„ 


But then again, how ſutable and ſatisfying 
a Portion muſt He be to you? For He that 
poſſeſſes all Perfection, muſt have every thing 


whereby to render you happy. There mu 

be more than enough in the [aftzite Good, to 

anſwer all the Wants and Wiſhes of your 
| - F 4. Nature, 
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1. Nature, and thoſe of all Creatures, were ea 
. they innumerably more than they are, or E 
1 more than it is poſſible for you to conceive ye 
1 them. And if God be fo worthy of Love Ca 
Wt. for what he is in Himſelf, he is alſo worthy A 
rb to be lov'd, and ſought unto for what he is th 
1 * to be unto you. ni 
„ . Meditate a little on the Nature of p. 
J 3 things which draw away your Love | fc 
from God, and hinder your ſeeking of him. »» 
ao It is true, you are needy Creatures, and muſt be 
1 have ſomething beſide yourſelves to make di 
1 you happy: but you will be miſerably de- th 
508 ceiv'd, if you think to meet with that in it 
1 Creatures, which is to be had only in God. 3 
1 None of theſe viſible things can procure you L 
1 all you want: tho they may pleaſe your Senſe, H 
3 they can never ſatisfy. your Soul, Which is BF. 
= the principal Part of Man. Beſi des, they are H 
very fickle and inconſtant; how much ſoever "i 
BY you way like them, you are not ſure of get- t! 
ning or of keeping them; or if you were, you | al 
1 will ſoon be glutted with them: and were p 
1 there no bitter Ingredients to mingle with h! 
3 them (as there are a thouſand) they would te 
3 however of themſelves in time loſe much of N 
oo their Reliſh; yea, thoſe fleſnly Recreations t] 
3 and Delights which now ſeem ſo ſweet, may h 
1 hereafter give you much trouble in Reflection, n 
is | and thoſe Enjoyments which you count your n 
{hal Happineſs may prove your Torment; ſo in 
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That what at preſent you ſo dearly love and 
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eagerly purſue, you may wiſh you had never 
'enjoy'd: and if you die whilſt young, what do 
you think muſt become of you, ſince you can 
carry none of theſe things along with you ? 
And will you then for the ſake of theſe renounce. 
the God of your Being, the immenſe and infi- 

nite Good? Will you neglect ſeeking Him, and 
prefer empty Bubbles and lying Vanities be- 
fore Him? Oh! why will you ſpend your Mo- 
ny for that which is not Bread, and your La- 
bour for that which ſatisfieth not? Hearken 
diligently unto me, ſays God, and eat ye 
that which is good, and let your Soul delight 
itſelf in Fatneſs, Iſa. 5 5. 2. For, f 

Jh. Think how happy you will be in the 

| Love of God. You need only conſider what 

| He is, and from thence you may form your 

FF Judgment what it will be to enjoy his Love, 

Y He is the All-Comprehenſive Being, the in- 
finite Fulneſs, the Fountain of Perfection, 
the God of Nature, Grace and Glory. To 
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| abide in his Love, what Felicity muſt it im- 
port! The Love of God will engage all 
his Attributes for you, his Goodneſs to con- 
5 fer all Bleſſings upon you imaginable, his 
1 Wiſdom to conſult your latereſt in every 
thing, his Power to put in execution what 
ü his Wiſdom directs, his Faithfulneſs to re- 
8 mind him of his Word, and to fee it be 


made good in every Tittle of it, &c. This 
| will bid you welcome to all He 1s, has, and 
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can do for you. Oh what muſt it import 
to be always in his Eye, to be as a Seal up- 
on his Heart, and to be encompaſs'd with 
the Embraces of his Arm! His Love is the 
Happineſs of the Spirits in Heaven, and 
has ever been found better than Life to the 
Saints on Earth. How 1s it poſſible to be 
otherwiſe than happy in the Enjoyment of 
it? eſpecially it we add this Conſideration 
im the laſt Place, that as his Love will afford 
Whatever is good for you, ſo it will ſecurc 
the certain Poſſeſſion of whatever it affords : 
for it is not, like that of Creatures, fleeting | 
and inconſtant, but permanent and abiding. — 
Having lov'd his own, he lov'd them to the End, | 
John 13. 1. Will you not then be ambitious 
of his Love? Can you not ſee how much 
vou will be your own Friends in ſeeking it, 
but the worſt Enemies to yourſelves in neg- 
For, | _ 
6ly. If you are not made happy in the 
Love of God, you ſhall be made everlaſting- 
ly miſerable under his deferv'd Wrath. It 
you will not let him become your Friend, 
due will moſt certainly be your Enemy. So 
that it is not a matter of meer Indifference 
and Choice, whether you love him, and ſee: 
him or not. You ſhould be far from thinking 
this, were there no other Puniſhment upon 
your Neglect of God, than the Loſs of his 
Love: and yet further, when you reflect upon 
that dreadful Miſery, which his e 
| | bring 
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bring upon you. If you have no Love for God, 
he will have none for you; and if you hate him, 
he will be an Enemy to you. And ſhould you 
not be afraid of having Him your Enemy, 
and of having all t hat turn'd againſt you, 
which if you lov'd him would be engag'd 
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for you? And think what an Enemy the 

N Almighty can be to you. He can take away | 

# all your Idols, which you ſo much dote up- 

| on; he can ſtrip you in a moment of all + 
pour pleaſant things, and leave yon as na- 

a ked as you were born, He can imbitter 
; your Comforts, or deprive you of the Ca- 
. pacity of enjoying them. He can hinder | 
3 you in your Purſuits, and diſappoint you 
5 of all your Expectations. He can, as he i 
1 has threaten'd, curſe your Bleſſings, Mal. 2. 2: ll 
1 He can afflict you with Diſeaſes and Pains in | 
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| your Bodies, with Horrour and Anguiſn in 
your Souls; and after he has made you. miſe- 


A n 
r 
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e rable in this World, damn you for ever in 
# the next. It is a ſad thing that young Peo- 
f ple make light of their Duty, and have but 
, too many to plead their Canſe herein, as 
9 tho Youth were no more a Temptation to 
5 Sin, than it is an Excuſe for it. But I may 
5 Ecclef. 11. 9. Rejoice, O young Man, in thy 
*. Youth, and let thy Heart cheer thee in the Days 
IS of thy Youth, and walk in the Ways of thy 
as Heart : But know thou, That for all theſe 
Il 3 | : | things 
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things God will bring thee into Fudgment. The 
Dread of this. ſhould have a mighty Force to 
engage you to ſeek God's Love and Favour be- 
fore the Opportunity be loſt. But, 
Jh. Conſider, that Childhood and Youth 
are the happieſt Seaſons that can ever preſent ; 
and this both with reſpe& to yourſelves, and 
to God. Th 
Firſt, With reſpect to Yourſelves, as you will 
find it now much eaſier to bend your Minds to 
the Exerciſes of Religion, than when you are 
become habitually averſe from it through a a 
long Continuance in Sin, At preſent you are 
in a great meaſure void of bad Impreſſions, 
and conſequently more apt to receive good 
Ones. Vicious Habits have not taken ſuch 
deep Root, nor have you thoſe Cares and 
Incumbrances upon you, as you will find 
when grown up and engag'd in the World. 
"You are now more receptive of Inſtruction, 
from a Senſe of your Ignorance, and as being 
freed from many Prejudices, Your Hearts 
are ſofter, and more apt to be affected with 
the Promiſes and Threatnings of the Word, 
than when your Conſciences ſhall be grown 
hard. You will now be more eaſily drawn 
to the Love of God, than when by the Ex- 
amples andImportuniries of your ſinful Com- 
nions or Acquaintance you ſhall find your- 
felres miſerably hamper'd and enſnar'd. 
On all theſe Accounts, the preſent Seaſon 
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be found, call ye upon him while he is near, 


future. For firſt, you know not whether 
you ſhall live to future time. Many Chil- 
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of your Life is for yourſelves the fitteſt to 
engage in Religion. 5 = 

Secondly, It is ſo in point of Acceptance 
with God. He exceedingly delights in your 
firſt Services; therefore under the Law he 
claim'd a peculiar Property in the fir/t-Fruzts 
and firf-Born, I have already ſufficiently 
prov'd the ſtrong Aſſurances there are, that 
upon your early ſeeking God, he will be 
found of you. Why then ſhould you omit 
this happy Time of your Life? Be not de- 
tain'd by the delufive Pleaſures of Senſe, 
and fo deprive yourſelves of thoſe ſolid and 
laſting Joys wherewith Religion will enter= 
tain you. Do not pretend Difficulties, ſee- 
ing God is ready to afford you his Aſſiſtance z 
and that if now you will hearken to his 
Counſel, He will pour out his Spirit unto you, 
He will make known his Words unto you, Prov. 
1. 23. Oh then ſeek the Lord while he may 
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Iſa. 55. 6. For ſince you muſt ſeek him and 
find him too, or be miſerable for ever ; why.” 
ſhould you not chuſe that which you ſee is 
the beſt time for ſo weighty a Purpoſe ? But * 4 
to conclude, > - = 
* Bly. And laſtly, Be exhorted to ſeek the + i 
Lord in this early Time of your Life, from ä 
the apparent Hazard of delaying it for the. [ 


dren and young People die. Your Life is not 
Oy | at. 
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at your own Diſpoſal, but in the Hands of 
God; and being Tenants at will, he can turn 
- you out whenſoever he pleaſes, And you 
have reaſon to fear leſt he ſhould deſtroy 

you, if you ſhall abuſe yourſelves with fil- 
thy and abominable Luſts, who were made 
to be Temples for his Service; ſince it is 
aid, If any Man defile the Temple of God, 

im ſhall God deſtroy, 1 Cor. 3. 17. 
But again, If you delay this moſt neceſ- 


Was 


me ask you, what is the Time you have 
fix'd ? To fay you will doit ſome time or 
other, is to ſay nothing, and is only an Ar- 
gument of the Inſincerity of your Hearts. 
It is but a meer put-off, -and a plain Indica- 
tion you do not heartily deſign it. If you 
have fix'd the Time, pray what Reaſons are 
there you / ſhould not ſet about it now as 
well as then? Is it becauſe you have Bu- 
ſineſs of greater Importance upon your 
Hands? This is impoſlible. Is it that you 
think you'' ſhall then be more at leiſure, 
and freer from Incumbrance ? This is con- 
tradiced by general Experience. 
ITbe true Reaſon then muſt be, that you love 
your Sins to ſuch a degree as you will not part 
with them. And do you think the Love of 
your Sins, and the Difficulty of parting with 
them, will be diminiſh'd or abated by your 
continuing to love them, and accuſtoming 


yourſelves more aud more to the 1 
; | | 0 
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ſary Buſineſs to ſome further Time, let 


mould live as long as you hope, do you know 
for certain that God will then be found of 
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of them ? Are not Habits confirm'd by the 


Repetition of Acts? Will not your Cor- 


ruptions and Vices take deeper and faſter 
Root, the longer they are ſuffer'd to grow ? 


s there any more abſolute Tyrant in the 


World than Cuſtom ? It is then moſt cer- 


tain, that by putting off your Duty for the 
preſent, you will make it but the harder to 


you afterwards. Your Difficulties will in- 
creaſe in proportion to your Delays. What 
now might comparatively be done with eaſe, 
you may hereafter find to be inſuperable. 
So that if this be at bottom the true Rea- 
ſon, it is plain, if it ought to have any 


Force: now, it will have much more here- 


after, and ſo continue to your Lives End. 
But laſt of all. By your delaying to ſeek 

God till hereafter, ſhall you do him more 

Service than if you began now? Or do 


you think it will be any Comfort, to 


reflect hereafter on the grievous Sins and 


Follies of your Youth, and on having loſt A 
the moſt precious Opportunity of your Life? 


Will it help you to remove the Doubts and 
Fears you may have hereafter of your Sin- 
cerity? Or will it make your Death eaſie? 
ls not the contrary to all this moſt true ? 

Let me ask you once more; Granting you 


you ? Has he promis'd to be your Servant, 
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96 Mrs. MaR Y 
to attend your leiſure, and that it ſhall be all 
one with him whether you ſeek him now or 
any other time ? Do you think that you ſhall 
he as acceptable to him after you have ſpent 


0" 


the beſt of your Time and Strength in the 


Service of the Devil, or that he will take 
up n any Remains you ſhall bring 


But furthermore; if upon flipping this 
fayourable Opportunity, you ſhall put it off 


e you ſure that God will afford you his 
race after the Affronts and Provocations 


tering Devotions, which when left to your- 
will give him, and which only the 
= meer Terrour of your Conſciences may ex- 
= tort from you, when you ſhall find you are 
not long for this World? Will you then 


Why thus, Children and young People, 1 have 
Endeavorfr'd to ſet before you ſome of thoſe 
Motives and Inducements by which I would 
perſuade you to enter yourſelves betimes in 
the Service of God. And now after all theſe 


I might further provoke you by Example, 
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the laſt (as it is not unlikely you will) 
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David, Joſiah, John the Baptiſt, John the Be- 


| = 97 
and ſhew you how the greateſt Favourites 
of Heaven, thoſe whom God hath admitted 
to the neareſt Intimacies, whom he bath or- 
dinarily honoui'd to do him the moſt ſignal 
Service in his Church, have been thoſe who 
lov'd and ſought him in their Youth, Of 
this I -might produce you many lIaſtances 
from the Scriptures, ſuch as Joſeph, Samuel, 


loved Diſciple, Timothy, with many more: 


and it would beendleſs to recite what might 
be produc'd from other Hiſtorys. 1 ſhall 
for the preſent deſire you to conſider only the 


inſtance which has given occaſion to this Diſ- 


courſe, 


SHE was one who made an early Dedi- 
cation of Herſelf to God; and how hap 
was it for her that ſhe did ſo! What a 
miſerable Diſappointment would ſhe have 
met with, had ſhe from a Preſumption of 
long Life, delay'd this weighty Concern to 
a further Time] But ſhe improv'd the Day 
of her Grace, and it now appears how wiſe- 
ly ſhe conſulted her beſt Intereſt herein 


For ſhe found, to her unſpeakable Comfort, 


the Advantage of it, by having the Promiſe 


of the Text made good unto her in a re- 
markable manner, as appears from the Ac- 


count of her Life. 
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Her DEATH, which was before ſhe 
had compleated the Eighteenth Year of her 
Age (tho ſhe was a healthy Perſon) ſhould 
inſtru young People not to put off the 
moſt important Buſineſs they have in this 
World to Futurity, ſeeing it is uncertain 
whether they ſhall go beyond-the preſent 
Stage of their Life. This may be your only 
Opportunity; but ſuppoſe otherwiſe, to be 
fure you will never meet with a better. Be- 
fides, Her Example ſhould give you great 
Encouragement : for She, by making Reli- 
gion her firſt Work, eſcap'd moſt of thoſe 
Difficulties, which others cauſe by their De- 
lays; had large Experience of the Love of 
God; found the greateſt Pleaſures in con- 
verſing with him; made ſure of her Ever- 
laſting Happineſs, and prevented the Con- 
ſternation and Miſery of an unforeſeen and 
unexpected Death. © ES 
Let what then has been ſaid awaken 
and excite you; and let me beſeech you, 
Children, if you have not done tt already, 
to reſolve now to forſake the crooked 
Paths of Sin, and flee thoſe yourbful Luſts, 
which war againſt the Soul. Set yourſelves 
torthwith to ſeek the Lord your God; read 
his Word, attend upon his publick Wor- 
ſhip, pray to him as well as you can, and 
beg the Holy Spirit, that he may enlighten 
your dark Minds, and guide your Feet into the 
Way of Peace, And if thus you ſeek him, as 
5 5 FC ͤ 4 
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others before you have done, you may expect 
to meet with the like Favour and Succeſs : 
For there is no reſpect of Perſons with God; 
but whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the 
Lord, ſball be ſav d. e 
However, if you make light of all that has 
been ſaid, and chuſe the Way of Sin, and 
wall in the Imagination of your evil Heart, 
you may ſo far provoke God's Anger againſt 
you, as that he may either prevent your hav- 


ing any further Opportunity, by cutting you 


off (as it is ſaid of the Wicked, that they ſhall 
not live out half their Days) or not ſuffer it 
to be of any avail. But I come, 


2. To a Word of Exhortation to thoſe 


that have paſs'd the Time of their Youth. 
As to you, my Brethren, I confeſs it is much 
to be lamented, that you have let ſlip the 
moſt advantageous Seaſon of your Life, and 
which there is no Poſſibility of recalling. 


The Thought of which ſhould afflict and 
humble you; and could it do this, it would 


beſpeak Hope in your Caſe. But, alas! it 
is moſt Mens Unhappineſs, that when they 
have loſt their beſt time through Preſump- 


tion, they give up the reſt in Deſpair. They 
thought it too ſoon to be religious in their 
Vouth; and when Manhood or Years come 


upon them, they think it too late. Thus, 


through the ſabtil Stratagems of the Devil, 


and the Love of fleſhly Eaſe, they throw a- 
way their precious and immortal Soul, a Jewel 
WA 5 which 


— 


— — — — 


. 


— 
R hs 5 . 


— 


P 
1 


XY 1 


„„ — 
e ” 83 
——_— cc Mw — 


— 


. 


7 
2 


e 


FFF 3 a Cana 


— 2 — 


— Tn 2 ines 


100 Mrs. Mary TERKRy 5 
which they ought to value more than the 
whole World. . ; 
But give me leave to cloſe this Diſcourſe 
in a few Words to you. Let me beg of you 
to uſe the Underſtanding and Gonſideration 
of Men. Is it not as much your Duty om 
to ſeek God as ever? Are you not under as 
ſtrong Obligations to it? Have you done il] 
in miſpending the paſt Part of your Life, and 
can it be well to perſiſt? Moreover, does 
your Delay make this Affair any whit the 
leſs neceſlary ? Does it not as much con- 
cern you to look to it as ever? And ſince 
you have loſt one fair Opportunity, Should 
you * take care leſt you do the like by the 
reſt *! I 
Will you reply, that your Difficulties are 
grown greater? Anſ. Shall any Difficulty 
be oppos'd to that which muſt be done, and 
which upon no Conſideration whatſoever 
ought to be left undone? And cannot God's 
Grace be ſufficient for you? Without this 
you would at no time haye been able ſavingly 
to turn to God; and if it ſhall pleaſe him 
to aſſiſt you by his Grace, can he not give 
you enough to. help you over the greateſt 
Difficulties ? Is any thing too hard for the 
Lord? Gen. 18. 14. With God nothing (val 
be impoſſible, Luke 1. 337 
But laſtly, Will you ſay, Alas! *tis in vain 
to expect the Grace of God, after we have ſo 
long withſtood his kind and merciful Offers? 
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] anſwer, There would indeed be no Injaſ- 
tice, ſhould he deny ſuch as you his Grace, 


but you are not ſure he will; and ought 
you not to ſeek it, tho upon the greateſt Un- 


certainty, rather than plunge yourſelves into 


moſt certain and unavoidable Ruin ? If we 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are to exhort with all 
Long-Suffering, and with Meekneſs to inſtruit 
even thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, will you 
not encourage yourſelves to try, if peradven- 
ture God will. give you Repentance ? 2 Tim. 
4» 2. & 2. 25» 


o 


And tho you have not the ſame Aſſurances 
with young People, but have forfeited that 


great Privilege of a Claim that was given you 
in Baptiſm, yet thereare many ſolid Grounds 


for Hope, would you but once apply your 
Minds to this Buſineſs, and were as much con- 
cern'd to ſave your Souls as you are to pro- 
vide for your Bodies. It is your Mercy that 
you (till enjoy the Goſpel, and live under the 
Miniſtry of the Word, which is continu- 
ally making the freeſt Offers and moſt friend- 
ly Invitations to you. Beſides which, God 
is daily loading you with his Benefits, on 


- purpoſe to melt and engage your Hearts; 


and even his Deſigns by your Afflictions, is 


to make you ſeek him: and furthermore, he 
lengthens out his Patience, and waits to ſee 


if you will give him the Opportunity ts be 
gracious unto you. And tho it be true, you 
will never do any thing effeQually a 
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| his Grace, yet if you exert the little Power 


Fou have, and from a Senſe of the Want of 


' Grace would apply to him for it, he would , 


-not be behiad hand with you, nor ſhould you 


| have reaſon to complain. The only thing 


then which muſt render your Caſe deſperate, 
is your not coming to him that you might 
have Life, 
Grace of God, it will not be becauſe he refuſes 
it, but becauſe you refuſe to ſeek it. O then 
why will you deſpiſe the Riches of his Good- 


% 


neſe, and Forbearance, and Long-Suffering, not 


Knowing, or not conſidering that the Goodneſs 
of God leadeth you to Repentance? Rom. 2. 4. 
O let me pray and beſeech you, if you have 
any Senſe of God's Mercy, or of his Wrath, 
any. Reſpect for your Souls remaining with 
nt of your paſt Neglects, and turn 
to God out of hand! Delay it no longer. 
it ſuffice you to have ſquander'd away fo 
large and valuable a Portion of your Life 
already. Reſolve to redeem, if it be poſ- 


ſible, the Time which you have loſt, and 


mould have carefully improv'd. Do not n 
the one hand cheriſh an idle Preſumption, that 
there is ſtill time enough, or that a few pe- 
nitent Words and Sighs at Death ſhall atone 
for all the Sins of your Life; neither be on 
the other hand like thoſe deſperate Wretches, 
er. 18. 12: Wo ſaid there is no hope, but we 
er our own Devices, and we will eve- 
9 one do the Imagination of his evil _ 
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n 5. 40. If you go without the 
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Funeral Sermon. 103 
Oh if you would but come to God now he 


invites you, even by theſe Lines which you 


are reading; if you would make the Expe- 
riment, if you would ſet yourſelves as hear- 
tily to it, as you do about an Affair of Mo- 


ment, you would not, I am perſuaded, re- 


pent your Labour, But if it be your Reſo- 
lution to perſiſt in Sin, to walk in the Vani- 
ty of your Mind, and after the Luſt of your 
Hearts; I ſhall only fay, that the time will 
come, when you ſhall not be able to forbear 
calling upon God, but he will not hear; you ſball 


| ſeek him early, but you ſhall not find him; be- 


cauſe that when Time was, you hated Know= 
ledg, and did not chuſe the Fear of the Lord; 
you would none of his Counſel, you deſpis d all 
his Reproof : Therefore ſhall you eat of the Fruit 
of your own Way, and be fill d with your own 
Devices. For the turning away of the Simple 


ſhall flay them, and the Proſperity of Fools ſhall © 


deſtroy them. 
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